HUMBLE [ 


PROPOSAL 


FOR THE 


Relief, Encouragement, Security and Hap- 
 Pinefs of the Loyal, Couragious Seamen of Eng- 
land, in their Lives and Payment, in the Service 
of our Moſt Gracious King Film, and the De- 
fence of theſe Nations. 


Humbly Preſented to the I wo Moſt Honourable 
Houſes, the Lords and Commonsof England, in Parliament 
Aſſembled. 


By a Faithful SubjeQ of his Majeſty, and Servant to the Par- 
liament and Nation, and the Seamen of England; in order for Safe- 
ty and Security of all aforeſaid, W. Hodges, 


To which is added, 


A DIALOGUE concerving the Art of Ticket- 
buying. 


In a Diſcourſe between Honefty, Poverty, Cruelty and Villasy, 
—_— that Myſtery of Iniquity, and Ruin of the Loy- 
Scamen. : 
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To the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, andCom- 
mons in Parliament Aſſembled, Humbly ſpew. 
eh, 


HAT the Providence of our molt gracious God, having 
ſtirred me up to ſee, and conlider, and lament the moſt 
dreadful Ruin and Deſtruction of the Loyal Szamen cf 

” England, in their Lives and Pay, that ever theſe Nations 
did behold, and to Repreſent the fame in all Hnmility to your Ho- 
nours ; and conſidering alſo, that ſome of their Miferies were, in my 
Judgment, againſt Grace, and Reaſon and Comnion Senſe; and alſo 
ſometimes againſt thoſe other Four Things that uſed to be eſteemed of 
as Jewels in England; that is, Religion, Liberty, Property, and their 
Lives : To ſay nothing of the Fifth, without Law, made me to dread 
the Conſequent ; and 1 did obſerve that it was hidden from his Maje- 
ſty and your Honours ſo long, until there was the Loſs, as I repreſent- 
ed to you, of the Lives of above Forty Thouſand, and of the Pay of 
above Sixty Thouſand of them ; and it there had bcen occaſion to 
queſtion the Truth of it, 1 would have prov-d at any time by the 
King's Books, in twenty Four Days time, without Two Peace Charge 
totheKing or Nation ; and conlidering that his Majelty has ſpoken 
for their Relicf, and your Honours, who had raife4 money enongh 
before to have kept them from Ruin, and to have ſpared a Million or 
Two of. it by Capt. St. Zo's Rule. 

Beſides, if they had been but managed as the Fny!;/h Seamen were 
in former days, and as the Dutch and the French do at this day, to fave 
near half their money, and moſt of their Seamens Lives. But I ſay, 
Your Honours being now alſo Reſolved to ſtudy their Relief, I pre- 


'fume, inall Humility, to caſt in my Mite alſo. Now, ig order to the 
A2 {ame 


| (4 ) 
ſame, which I would intreat your Honours to accept of, as Ronglrand' 
Unframed Timber, to be ſquared and fitted to what part your Ho- 
nours pleaſe ; and one thing is, many crooked pieces are made uſe of 
in the buildiag of Shipping, that when placed aright not only ſerve 
; to ſtrengthen the Ship, and help to preſerve the Lives of the Seamen, 

but formally uſe to help tohold theShips together,while they daily beat 
their Enemies ; and tho theſe Pieces may not be always fo readily 
known to all Landmen, I will preſume ſome may ſerve now, and ſome 
another time. | 

And I do affure your Honours, if 1 had better at hand; 1. would 
preſent: therg.to you : But they are my own, and. ſo. ſaved me the 
trouble of begging, borrowing, or which is worſe, ſtealing ; and I 
intreat your Honours Patience; for their Miſeries beiag ſo dreadful, 
and ſo many years a growing, and fo many times Ten Thouſands, as 
they could not have been calily repreſented,except one ſhould have ſaid, 
their Caſe was almoſt all together Miſerable : But bleſſed be God that it 
i$not: They havea good King and food Countrey for their Friends, 
if their Caſes are not blinded from them : And as to their Remedies, 
it-requires a great deal of Care and Inquiry: And when I look-hack 
to what I repreſented. before ;. and forward, to what ſtrange need 
there is of them now, and when I hear that a great many there is that 
are in Droves, travelling in other Countries without Shooes or Stock- 
ings, ſeeking to enter into the Service of the Merchants of England 
there, or to ſerve other Nations, and Run away from che Merchant- 
Ships alfo, and loſe their Pay, ſome of them not being willing to come 
home, for fear of the Preſs ; This makes my Heart dread the Effe&ts 
of it, and do ſuppoſe theſe Two Things would be worth while to be 
inquired into by the Parliament, to know how the Caſe ſtands with 
them ia theſe reſpeRs. 


Firft, Letevery Man of War's Book, that hath been in the Streights, 
or Spain, or Portugal, be ſearched, to ſee what Numbers Run away out 
of any Ship, or every Ship, at any Port or Place. 

And, Secondly, To have an Account of the Men of War and Mer- 
chant-Ships loſt this Eighteen Months to the French, with the whole 
Number of Men taken in each'Ship, and in the whole nippiag loſt ; 
and then have alſo the Number of Men return'd from Frauce 1n thas 
time, that did belong to thoſe Ships, and what is wanting may be 


ſuppoſed to be entred igto the French Service, if not dead z gud if 


- 


(Ss) 
of the EF aſt-Tadia Ships taken, there be come home hor: near 
ah Hundred/of thoſe men that w pe? it = T0 Fe#t'd: the 


reſt will ſtay until warm weath Jand th "Mine 
and Cloaths , if"9ur- Preſs is ſo preat this "Nia _ Thar: the '# 
nieet- the poor Captive Wretches When 'rhey Iaine 


in their Loufie Cloaths from France, ' and: b&g their way fiear 
an Hundred: and” Fifty Miles ; then before they: come to Zo», 
don, catch _ and carry them on Betrd, 'Rags'and Lice, as 
they Run: ; th em down in the Hold of* el, to lie on 


the PSIF on Ballaſt, or wh they be' yg 
one Bedine, and is Queen Ef Hf: 53 fk bo ). 


This is 4 Notable A et6 taſneProdipgals in,” if_they be ta 
nary Seamen ;*bnt Fi ey be cndbheip ay Officers, then it nay 
be they Ran: 'up and'down, ind be'as' bu or worſe than be- 
fore ; and ſo it may be will not be worth,” ſome of them, . a 
Groat a Dozen, when the War' js over ;; « ths they. moſt times 
Live; For the Officers that have Libertyto. ofn@on Shore, - dig 
very few of them. ——But this by the-way., Bat 1. am too large 
in the Introduction. © 

I did think to fay Ae Fi more' as to the Seamen's Encou- 
- ement, in this Preface ; as Thet without the Seamen be paid 

yearly on Shore, and. have a Fortnight's ar Month's Liberty 
to Recruit thei! Healths, Tam affaitl they wp never be encou- 
raged to come into the $ Service, neither yy ey and if, Pe 


do, and die, it 1 aS bad as Runniny ; for it they Run awa 
Fn land, and the Merchants em, it is an; help to te 
| the Kin! may have them again ; and | conld never know 
the Reaſon of that pretence' of keeping the Seamen in fiich la- 
very in their payments, intHis Age morethan any other, to be 
paid on Board ; as jf his Majeſty's Service was, not as good as in 
any Ave of the World.” wr noe 1 fa oping to the 
money raiſed, there 0 et nets 7 ' for the 
Seamei in the vo _— 1 are the. Sea- 
men of Englayd ay Juſtly, 


ECTS 
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But. ig Lhort,, 1, cannot ſee how the Nation, | in. the general 
can mine amen's being left to.Ruin: . 1: | 

Far,, (4, it is aginlt Gracs, again the gracious 
Law,of Chriff, not, to do $0. them as we would others ſhopld. do 
Lo us; which. ts t.the.Children in thezr Catechiſms, 

2. It. is agaioff, ths gracious Providence of God to theſe Na- 
tions, who did, . hy 4, Vyracle, ſend over our gragous King Wil- 
l:2m, £0 be a mpgng;to-fecure our Religion, and Pro- 


XIt1gs 44nd Wat ho RY all F: Ag Peace at 

me, Nopld. let. the Scamen be Ruined, and Jole all together 
ad _ ves into the bargain; I am Par _ _— us 
agother wqzd in our Ears, That.zhe Scripture ſhall nat fail; and 
the ſame Lf aun Nh be TS them. again. 

And fo nifch to their being managed contrary to/Grace. 

2, Contrary to Reaſon ; tor Reaſon tells us, other Ages en- 
+ conraged their Seamen, gnd , paid them on Shore ; and other 

Nations do ſo gow.. . fog Helo may . tell thoſe who have un- 
derſtood the Nature of the paying on Draged, Tek the Scamen's 
Famihes and Relations have not enjoyed the Benefit of little 
more than half their Pay,to their Familie's Comfort. 

3. It is contrary to common ſenſe, to think that if Seamen 
do uſually die, great part, where they are kept 2.or 3 years on 
board, that they ſhould have any. Policy to. keep them until 
ef Ge, rather than to pay them off, to. Recruit their Health 

LIVES. > wn ©: es ei] mas all 

wy ind indeed, who could beever imagined.to.comefreely into 
that Service where nothing but Death cap part again, and then 
the Widow denied their Mony oft-times at, laſt. And beſides 
the Loſs cf the Seamen's Lives, there is, extraordinary Charge to 
the Nation, and no benefit to the publick ; but it may be the 

| that had abuſed the Len. ll the War, could 
not ger more, and would want a Ship to get, Mony in, and ſo 
might. want bread, while our, brave Commanders would havs 
Mena igh . But thoſe wh py ing any Fe Sean he 
their - and could. haye a ſupply by tarning ever men from 
other*SHh LP Yi t Rd ph for Men next Year. But 
my Skill in Sea Afﬀairs is too ſinall : Did it but attain to the 
 heighth of my Faithulneſsco his Majeſty and Love to my Na- 


tive Country, I would, if the Lord afliſted me with Life and 
= Health, 


by 


. 


"\\ 
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Health, write ſich an Hiſtory of theKnkvery Folly Cowar 
dize, Treachery, Ruin and DeſtruGton of {Kori are os 
Sea-Affairs; the Land would admire/at; and would've eve- 
ry Line, to the'beſt of my "Judgment, what would:.b6''found 

true, not only in anothet"Ape, where they will ſpeak- plainly, 
how his Majeſty, and the Par ——_—— Nation, and Merchants 
are cheated and abuſed. But*' ewhat 1 believe. will 


be found true in the Day of odgment, ! where all Cloaks will be 
thrownoff; and then it will be Fonts tenſe ſend 
Mankind into theworld to be like Fiſhes, -the' great" hes to de- 


vour the little ones; and? bleſs the' FLotd, who. kept 'me from 
being one of the Devourers of the Api ;' for have had an op- 
portunity with eaſe to be a Monſter; w M1 laid 6ft att hundred 
Pound a week, or two, 'in Seamen's Pay, + if -T had you at half 


Profit, or Twelve Shillings i in the Pound Mon- 
ſters did; 1 ſhould have doubled my Mony ſo totire been 
5 Pay for' 4 Breakfaſt 


able'to have fivallowed up 3 or-4 Seamen 
beſides what 7 had for Dinner tht Super; and/'then 7 ſhould 
never have ſaid a wof#of the Ruin of the but ſhould 
have been fore to Have kept'sN\Coutiſd},” if the King had been 
_—_— of a — his Money, and the  Seamen of above 
their pa 
But'i vrefeink it will be well 1 roook b back ——_ moſt 

ſtate of our Ships of War, w 
aur Enemies, arid ineourape Ne ot O — the if! we 
find the neglet of their methad hath yrs Loſs of. half our our 
Seamegi, and'many of ont'Ships, 10 '505 © 112 

LxAgd; Setondly," Whether their way! wis not to or a the 
Shimmer, 'and'fake dll Opportunities to fightiand deſtroy their 
Etiernics{'and come' in again with the - 4g". 
and pay off the Seamen, and ſave therr Laves and P. 

"Whether if zhis had een done, rhe-Seaimien'w dt) have 
been'l come freely King's Service, lasn | _— 
Ages, 25160 @ place whete there was-Mony ,_ and Liberty, | 


Releaſe>and os MUTY, nl 
CE AT a he ings 


Officers, for the ſame to be 
ly of- their mony, ito yore Pay, and the Ruin of 
he diatgady and whether any ann Bow, 6p:56 loſe Torts 


be aft thei Bang. and, {9 it may be queſti- 
oned; is by no6e ſhameful ons .Seamey 
have bid at&is Payrreceived By Hale by Fancy te tbe de- 
nied&thefght.gf the. Ship" received it.; and 


em otherwiſe the 


therafhes heraMo ie 
knowledy of. chein/Caſe, be,,q9t an - and unreaſonable 
thing tg ket poor Creaw -- Ruined, and hide 
iz from theat) | And,Wwhat SITU it, 4$.t0 the Goveranent, 
79-16: rjagiHPOHE SeaMen rh&cS0.18 behdes, the King's be- 
11S 4; xtreondinaryChargg ito. _ 1, far irom London, 
1nd theGiry; deprived of the henefir of, taking, thoir mony, as 
Ja Ds Tn WAS, by to be 
fo lizintd; neitiier the Seamen ſo Ruined, 33, 41. - - 

"But#L-ſhall. preſume to ſay more- in the Body, of my Book ; for 
vhogver-plcaleriyto read it,at their leifure,; what my Thoughts 
aro-; gndpþt thetlangurable Houſes pardon-me, I ſhal} not need 
auch r9-touble'} Lars yrs ok any others may take 
at, ir-zfour 5rith r good, -apdd: got-to; picaſe, but to hinder 
Gheating.the Kings? ihe beg and not to flat- 
LET octareoMnge manage 48 filence; which 
makes me think-of one lately; one ;-he could not find 
any thing falſe in my book, had this ſuppoſition, and that was, 
Lhat he - ſuppoſed ifs] bath-Repreſented ſa yp la France, the 
Froneb ang ovid heats bagged 116; , : 

Nay: ect, Bring ont Sypoſion, 4rd auſireri it with 


other Smppoſijons : ASgd at: b>: off ce 
muſt Have been a ans Or a = fy rigs if 4 


4d;ngt alt before writ it, whether I\could; with a. good 

Conſciene, re Gere Dank for the Game. ; 2a. if could, 
© might have 'hees an caligr Death thay bs None or the 

1 AT 'Ik\ 9 Af naw 

Cour Any rhiedbeate, 5 3f. the Froub: King '41Subjecte.are 

Ruilzal Delayed deniahgug Knowledge 396. Appoint- 

Any al. not. R da dSirjed tbo wk age, 
c knowledge 0 Nahlcsas preſume ow Seamen's Ru 

ins are:hidfrom the Kingramb Parliament, and the! blam@:muſt 
rn wt pr; [and jt may;ti6-the; next: Age will won. 

ter. at fhioHiſtory of it y:therefars take pains t0-inform .the 


ps Patliatneat,. that chey may ter-the blam&and —_— | 
aid 


% 
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laid on thoſe who have been nia and Cruel, and Barb arous 
in'the management of the Ruined Seamen and their Fam ilies : 
And-indeed 1 ſuppoſe alſo, 

3. That the French King, tho he plagues almoſt all Mankind, 
yet he incourages his Seamen, let's them come on ſhore every 
Year, and mony -in their Pocket; lends them his Men of War 
to Privateer in, gives theut his Tenths ; and in ſhort, if they 
have gotten Three Millions of Riches this Year from us, his 
Seamen's Share 1s more Hundreds of Thouſands of Pounds than 
would pay our Rvined Seamen all their Q's and X's, | 
4. 1 ſuppoſe if he had ſeen his Seamen had been half dead, or 
frightued away, or Cheated of their Pay, and he not known it 
before-hand, 7 proteſt 7 do not only ſuppoſe, bur really conclude 
they wovld have been more likely to have hang'd ſome that ru- 
ined his Seamen, for being Knaves todo it ; and thoſe that ſee- 
med honeſt, tor being Tools to conſent to it ; and thatHmight 
have eſcaped well next time, or at leaſt had as good Quarter for 
telling as they for acting, ; 

And ſuppoſe one Suppoſition more, That it the French King 
did know that his Admiralty, and Navy-Board, and Com- 
manders of Ships did Ruin ard deftroy his Seamen's Lives and 
Pay, the Seamen would not fo conftantly go home to France a- 
gain as they do ; neither would he have Men enough to man his 
Fleet ; ncither would any other means ſecure lis Seamen's Lives 
and Pay, without Managers that were as merciful £0 them as 
good men are 70 their Beaſts, who do not, let then groan and 
cry, and languiſh away for want of that Provender that is due 
to them for their Labour, for that day's work wherein they tel] 
ſick under their Burden, which is too fad, and too tedious to in- 
large on. 

And if your Honours think It, to be too tedious, It may be 
conſidered, That the \'i\-ries of the Seamen in England, have 
4,:1s, and peradventure various Num- 


been of more varicos 5 e 
bers than the \1(oriv 2 2A the Corporations of i ngland, and 
cannot bÞ Kevretente 1 a few Words; behdes all their other 


(1305 of their Families that they are ſubject to, equal with 
tho ret of Mankind ; And 25 their Diſeaſes are many, they re- 
a1ire honeft faithful To&tors, in order to the Cure, and not 
-1vC them in the hands of Hard hearted Wretches, to Ruin 

B them. 
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them. But 7could write until 7 tire yonr Honours and my ſelf- 
But 7 beg your Honour's Gracious Pardon, and do lay my ſelf at 
your Honour's Feet, and beg of God to give his Majefty Wiſ- 
dom, asan Angel of God ; and that God would fill your +Ho- 
nours with all Wiſdom, and that in his and your Proſperity the 
Nation may be happy and bleſſed; and then 7 hope 7 ſhall in 
mercy injoy a ſhare of the ſame ; Who ſubſcribe my ſelf a faith- 
ful Lover and Servant to his moſt Gracions Majeſty King W:lli- 
am, and all your Honours, and all good men, while 7 remain, 


Hermitage-Bridge, W. Hodges. 
Jan, 44. 1695. : 


PRO- 


Pr opolals, GCC. 


HE Subje& of Encouraging and Increaſing of our Fng- 
liſh Seamen, is of greater Conſequence than abundance 
of Mankind doth readily apprehend ; and we being an 
I/land, cannot be ſafe or happy in Peace or War with- 

out them ; which makes me admire what ſenſleſs Stuff the Brains 
of thoſe are, or what hardened metal their Hearts are, that have 
ſo greatly Ruined and Oppreſſed many of them and their Fa- 
milies; and 7 have admired and lamented with "Tears, to un- 
derſtand their Ruin: And if God himſelf commanded the Jews 
ſo ſtritly, That if they ſaw their Enemie's Ox or Aſs fall down un- 
der their Burden, they ſhould belp them up; Then God forbid 1 
ſhonld have my Heart harder than a Jew, that when I ſee not my 
Enerie's Aſſes, but my moſt gracions Soveraign King Wilkam?'s, 
and my dear Country's Seanien, many dead under their burdens, 
and others in Ditches of miſery, if I ſhould not -endeavont” to 
help them vp, 1 ſhould be worſe than a Jew. And I 'confider- 
ing, and ſeeing their miſeries thrown on them, and endeavour- 
ing ſome Years to help them ovt, until 1 di almoſt fall in my 
ſelf, F cried out for help to their Maſter and” Dame, who im- 
mediately ſent a large ſupply of Mony to- their Managers and 
Drivers, to aſſiſt them and help them up; and'at firſt they haT 
help. But the poor Cattle being kept travelling fo long, until 
they fell ſick by Droves; and when they that drove them ſaw : 
they were ſick, and could be drove no farther, either let them 


die with the Load on their backs, ; but if others ſet them out to 
My B 2 Pg- 
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Paſture, then there was an Order, That if they could not be 
well, to come into the ſame Drove in 28 Days, they muſt. then 
run the hazard to loſe all the Hay and Corn due to them and 
their Young, altho it may be many of them died within a few 
Days after they were in Paſture ; or it may be the Drove, they 
belonged to, was gone 300 miles before they were well; and it 
may be they went into the next Drove of their Maſters they met 
with, if they lived, and were well; or it may be they continn- 
ed ſick, and were ſent into ſome Sable for Cure, and there did 
eontinue long after their Drivers had ruined. the Reſt of their 
Fother : And 1 conſidering,what a $carcity of othersto bear the 
Burdens, and ſo Extraordinary Charge tg buy more, that 1 
thought it better to keep them there was, and prevent that ha- 
zard and Charge, eſpecially confdering beſides, That it was a 
lign of mens being wicked, whoſe tender mercies were cruel ; 
And alſo, that the yonng ones they bought, did many times dic 
before they werea Year uſcd to the Pack-Saddle. 

And to conclude, I dreamed, That without-there were ho- 
eſt, faithful Managers, Drivers and Hoſtlers, - the poor Cattle 

- wonld bervined at laſt. | 

But had need to beg pardon for telling ſo much of myDream: 
1 will ſorbear the reſt ; tor perhaps it would be an hour longer, 
and they that underſtand the interpretation, find it all true, 


But now for the Seamen's Encouragement to ſerve his Majeſty, 
7 will propoſe ſome few things, always provided, That if /pro- 
poſe ſnch and ſuch} honeſt ways and means, it may not be.nuſun- 
derſtood : As for Example, it. I ay, that there muſt be good 
Commanders, - and honeſt Purſers, or they will be miſerable at 
laſt, and run away indeed, many of them, This muſt not be 
enderſtood as if 7 were fo uncharitable as to refle& on all in 
thoſe Places 4; for we have ſome Worthy Admirals and Com- 
manders, whoſe Names honour, and who will acither abuſe 
the Seamen themſelves, neither ſuffer their Officers to abuſe 
them ; and for every honeſt Purſer / love them, - _—_ 

; But my Head being ſo like a Land-Flood, over-flowing with 
the laſt Stormy Times of Miſery and Knavery, that ſome of it 
mill overflow the Banks before /can get any Materials ready $0 
&cure the Country from a further inundation.. ana 
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.. And now 7 will begin £ —_ fore Materials that / do 
ſuppoſe will be uſeful, in order for ſecurity for time ro come ; and 
that which is uſeful may be made uſe of now or hercafter, as 
Times mend : How long they have been bad, God kaows. Bur 
I remember, many Years paſt, it was ſaid, Bad Men made Bad 
Times : how. it is now, muſt be left to rhe Learned to Judge. 
And it was ſaid, Bad Times cauſed Good Laws ; God ſend +: e 
_——_ ſome Token of the Truth of that before they are all ru- 
ined. 

And now as to the firſt Conſideration of the Seamen's Relief, 
it is to be conſidered of the Admiralty and Navy-Board: if they 
be the moſt Excellent Men in Exgland for Loyalty to-his preſent 
Majeſty, and Care of his Men of War and Merchant-Ships, and 
to preſerve the Seamen's Lives and Pay,that will, it may be, be 
half a Cure, But if ever there ſhould be in England, tor tune 
to come, an Admiralty and Navy-board that ſhould be one parr 
falſe and Treacherous, and the other ſoft, and eaſy, and fooliſh, 
to teled into ignorance and madneſs, it might perhaps lie in 
their power to put in ſeveral Cowardly, Sorry, Damming Of- 
ficers, that would Ruin and Drive away Thouſands of Seamen, 
and never fight One Enemy ; and if there were abundance of 
good Commanders and Officers that loved the Seamen, and 
would fight their Enemies, and protect - their Friends, they. 
might be tied up as ſo many Cats, ſome in one Room, and ſome 
itt another ; and the Mice might play-up and down in all the reſt. 
of theRooms, and alſo devour half the Victuals and Cloaths 
in ſome Rooms, and be never hurt hardly ; Or indeed, in plain 
Engliſh, there might be Ships of War have Orders to lie in the 
Downs,and their Enemie's Ships might come within "I woLeagues 
of them, and it may be ſnatch away a Merchant-man, and be 
gone : Andif the others ſay, Their Orders 4s to lie there, and t'xy 
muſt not break their Orders ;, that. may ſerve; or it. there ſhould 
be a Spuadron ordered to lic before Dunkirk, tq keep their Ships 
from coming out, and the French did ſtart out; and ours had no 
Orders to follow them, then-it may be they might take ſome 
more Ruſſia Ships ; I think-they took Four &u/3a Ships lalt time, 
the next day, as near as I can remember.; . And I deal, plainly, 
becauſe I write not either for Profit, Praiſe, or ah jm : and 
ſo would do as a Lawyer or Phyfician, that giveth, Law or Phy-., 
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iick to a Friend freely, giveth the beſt Advice and Help the 
exn poflible,-to have done the ſooner, and perfeQt the Cure ef- 
tectually, 

And now having ſaid, it may be, too much to the firſt, 7con- 
elude, only obſerving, by theway, how it is poſlible we Citi- 
zens of Loadon may be ſerved when we put our Children to 
Nurſe; \Ve may pay the beſt prices in the World to the Nur- 
ies, and if they be not honeſt, the Children may be ſtarved at 
jaſt, it we do not go, or fend to fee how they are uſed; and if 
there be good Milk provided for them, it may fall out, that the 
Nurſe, or:her Children, or Servant, yea the very Mongril Dog 
of the Houſe may devour 1t three quarters up, with as much 
2recdineſs as ever a Ticket-Buyer bought a Seaman's Pay, Seven 
Pound "Ten Shillings for Forty Shillings, and as much honeſty as 
ever a'Poor Seaman was made Run baſely and ſhamefully out of 
his Pay at the Office, of at Pay-day. 

2, Therefore if the Seamen Mould, or wonld be ever encou- 
raged, we ſhouid look back to the Juſtice, Policy and Honeſty 
of our Fore-fathers, who uſed to pay their Seamen their Mony 
on Shore ; and the Commanders, and Seamen, and Ships, uſed 
to be agreed together to fight and Ruin, and deltroy their Ene- 
mies at Sea ; and God bleſſed their honeſt Courage, . and their 
honeſt Pay ; and every Seaman's Life then loſt at Sea, was as a 
Poyſonons Arrow to their Enemies : They kilfd their Enemies 
and deſtroyd their Fleets' and Seamen ; and they that liv 
came in and were paid ; and thoſe that died, had thar money, 
paid their-Friends, and Bonnty-money ſometimes alſo ; and this 
did buſineſs, 

And there is theſe Two Things to be conſidered of, which of 
them ſhewed moſt Courage, moſt Policy, moſt Proht or mpſt 
L oſs,” ovt Engliſh Fleet negle&ing or refuſing to fall upon the 
French Fleet, -when God from Heaven turned the Wind fair for 
our Fleet ro fall on'the French, when they were in'Freſh-Water- 
Bay, on ot own Coaſt 5 When, in all ljkelihood, Gat that gave 
us' the "Wind ao fall on them, wotild have giyen us the Victory; 
and/thert we.might have Ruined their Fleet on our own Coaſt, if 
we bad forght as onr Eng/fþ Ships uſed, to do when '7 We aBoy, 
2nd it may be net loſt+ 4 Ships, neither Two Thouſand Seamen 

In the Fight, betanſe God ſeemet to turh the Wind for ourFleet 
£0 
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to fight, as he did for our gracious Ring Willizn to Land at 
firſt, and Crowned his Ind and Courage : And whether if 
our moſt Gracions and Valiant King William had been afraid to 
| have fallen on his Enemies at the Boyn, becauſe of danger to 
have ſaved ſome hundred Men's Lives, then he might not have 
lolt the Victory,and had forty Thouſand Men's Lives dwindlcd 
away by Sickneſs and Skambling Fights in J7rcland ſince, and it 
may be, the War continued there until this day, -as ir doth at 
* Sea; but bleſſed be God, who gave him Courage and Victory, 
and to every Man he loſt there, he Ruined. ten Enemies, aid 
Ruined their whole Cauſe in. the Concluſion in that Nation ; 
and had onr Fleet done fo, what Mercy had England enjoyec!, 
to have ſeen the Freuch Fleet Ruined. 

But now as to our Ships and Men, and the two Queſtions be- 
fore, Whether it was greater Profit to the Nation and Seamen 
to ſave their Ships and Men, as aforeſaid, and of looſing four 
Ships, than in Fighting our Enemies Yard-Arm, and'Yard-Arm, 
with all our Fleet, after the old Engliſh, way of Fighting, as ol 
Blake, and old Dean,and old Albemarle uſed to do, it their Enc- 
mies were twice their Number, But yow- inſtead of that, we 
ſfaved'our Ships and Men then, and loſt twenty times four Ships 
ſince, aud twenty times two thouſand Seamen fince, and great 
part of them deſtroyed not their Enemies by the Bargain; and 
which is beſt or worſt I leave to thoſe who have more Skill than 
I to Judge, But in ſhort, if: the Seamen of England. be ever 
truly incouraged and preſerved for time tocome, they mult be 
paid on Shore, and it muſt be'fo contrived. as near as poſſible, 
that every Man may be paid off once in a Year, or in tar- 
theſt,- and have then a little ſecurity againſt the Preis, that they 
may Recrnit their Healths, and then they wall be: incouraged to 
come- into the Service again, and their Friends glad to ſend 
them ;- and without that, I am afraid .other- incouragements 
will be but like a fe\FOats ſhewetba Horſe tortempt him to come 
and, take up 4 Pack,”who rememhiers'rhe laſt time he could never 
get it of before h& fgll fick; ant was thrown in the Hedg : Ard 


taſtly,although he-ſaw a great paft of' his Companions Dyed un- 
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der their Burdeus, none would be fo merciful to them as to give 
them a Fortnight's Reſt in ſeveral. Years. This may'ſeem a 
fooliſh Compar iforr, but Children and Fools are ſaid. to tel] 
truth. and fo much-to that, -if there be no certain-tiffie When 
Seamen ſhall be diſcharged, T'tear there will 'be no-certainty of 
their coming in for time to come . freely :- And'fo much ro thar. 
3ly, If His Majeſty, and the two molt Honourable Houſcs 
would advance alt able Seamen's Pay four 'or hve Shillings the 
Month, this might be the way £0 incourage the Seamen of 
England to ferve-mere chearfully and treely. 
chly, All ordinary. Seamen's Pay ,* but two'Shillings the 
Month, thar-they might all ſtrive to''be Able Searmen. | 
Fthity, Tharall ApprentiſeFmight be incouraged when they 
are Honeſt, and Puniſhed when they are not ; that 1s, their M- 
ters to have twelve Shillings the Month, and they themſelves 
the remainder , that is, if they are ſuch as deſerve but Eighteen 
Shillings the Moarh, to have Four Shillings themſelves to byy 
them Clodths ; if: Men, to be Paid Nine Shillings'; and if am 
Able Seaman, to be Paid the-Remainder- of the” Pay, as Able 
Seamnen.are ; and thisl Propoſe. becauſe ''I have known ſeveral 
Apprentiſes ſhifting, and running to. and fro from Ships, -haye 
Beggered their Maſters and Dames, ard the King lofeth tieir 
Service at laſt, it may be, as their Maſters and Dames do their 
Pay. Burt if they had Encouragement themſelyes, it may be they 
would ſtay in their Ships ; and if 'they did not, to- be liable to 
{erve their Time over again, or pay for it; and alſo by this 
means it would be certain who ſhould have their Pay ; and that 
hath not this War ; Sometimes the Prentices ſhall have al), 
F=54 ! aſters none ; and ſometimes their Maſters 'all, and 
the Prentices may ſtarve for Bread or Cloaths, their Maſters, it 
may be, ſome of them, taking little care where they ſhall be pro. 
vided for when ſick and almoſt naked. | 
6.'See- all Seamen to be encouraged to be able Seamen, and 
Midſhip-men and Officers, as they are capable. of ; and not tet 
any Captain's Boys receive Midſhip-men's-Pay for their Maſters 
and the Brave,” Couragiovus,” Loyal Seamen, ' that ſerved indeed 
for Midſhip-men.yo be'paid but as Able,or to. be ſplit their Pay, 
one Midſhip-man's Pay between Two Men ; and this wonld in- 
courage a!l Seamen that have Brains and Art, to ſtrive for Pre- 
ferment, 
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ſTerment, and not have Lieutenants put over them, that never 


ſaw a Gun fred in anger, it may be, this W ar. 

7. As few Seamen as poſſible to be turn'd from Ship” to Ship ; 
and if they are, to have Tickets given them for their former 
Ships, and theſe ro be as Land-marks for their Pay, and not to be 
made Run afterwards ; but ſent up to the Office for theirWives 
or Friends, or Parents to receive their mony ; and theſe turn 
over Tickets to be Rexzjſtred, and paid in courſe, and that with- 
in three months at fartheſt, after the turning over ; and none to 
buy any of them at above 3 s. at moſt, in the Pound Profit, on 
Pain of Forfeiture of thrice the value to'the party grieved or 
opprefſed ; and if thoſe who have extorted before, of the Sex- 
men, out of their Tickets, above 4 s. or at molt, 5 s. in the 
Pound Profit, might Pay to the Party grieved and oppreſſed 2s. 
back for every ſhilling more profit; and that would not be ſo 
great a puniſhment as ſome may imagine ; For if they extorted 
10s. profit, and five being'for time paſt winked at, the other 
five paid back double, is but 10s. So that the poor extorted rn- 
ined Seaman, would have but 20s. at laſt for 20s. And if any 
ſay, there was no Law againſt theſe Extortioning Villains for 
time paſt : To that 1 anſwer, I do ſuppoſe, unlefs the Extorti- 
oners are worſe than Heathens, there is the Law of Nature and 
of Chriſt, to do as they would be-done unto. 

And Secondly. unlefs thoſe Extortioners are worſe than 7rks, 
I have been often informed, that the Twks will ſeverely corre& 
2 Jew if he takes more than a moderate profit of a Chriſtian ; 
they will beat the Jew ſeverely. And 1 do ſuppoſe that fach 


dreadful curſed wretched Extortioners, as have bought ſome Sea- -. -- 


mens Pay at near a quarter of the valne, were never heard of a- 
mong Turks or [ndians, or the moſt Savage and . Barbarous Nati- 
ons in the World ; And thoſe very Seamen who are fo Ruined, 
to loſe their Health and Lives in the defence of that veryNa- 
tion where theſe Extortioners muſt live, or be Slaves themſelves, 
and loſe all at laſt, : 

And I conſider, That if David would not-drink of the Wa- 
ter of Bethlehem, when theThree Mighty Men had ventured their 
Lives to fetch it, but ſaid, God forbid: ts it not their Blood ? 
Then how can theſe Nations expett to thrive, that put by the 


poor miſerable Seamens Widows from their Pay;that was we 
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ed not enly with the peril of thcir Husband's Lives, but even fell 
ſick, and aQtually die on ſhore by reaſon thereof; or whether 
it be not very like injuſtice, or unmercifulneſs, and Cruelty, 
to cauſe ſo great multitudes to be-deprived of their Pay, who 
have not been one Day or Month hardly out of the Service for 
ſeveral Years,as by the Ship's Books will appear, except by fick- 
neſs or death, that can be proved ; and if thoſe, who have help- 
ed to throw more miſery.on them, be the only men that are 1a 
this Nation to Relieve them ; the Lord, for Chriſt's ſake, pre- 
ferve all Landmen from falling into ſuch Diltreſs ; tor if Chrilt 
ſhould fay to theſe Nations in Judgment, The ſame meaſure you 
mete, ſhall be meaſured to you agatn, it would be ſad ; but what he 
will do is known only to himſelf and what his good will and 
pleaſure is to ſtir me up to write this, he only knoweth. 

And 8thly, Therefore there ought to be care taken wha® 
Seamen muſt da for time to come, if they are ſet lick on ſhore, 
and the Ships go away before they are well to ſecure their Pay ; 
for I would appeal to all marfkind, that hath Grace or Reaſon, 
yea, or Common Sence, whether it can be thought, that when 
there is ſeveral ſick Men in Ships, and\they ſet on Shoar, ſome 
& one Port, and ſome in __—; Whether the Ships muſt 
wait until they are well, and how theſame Men can get to their 
own Ships again when they are gone ? And if they continue 
tick or die, or go on board of other Ships, or be ſent to the 
Hoſpitals, and Run out of their Pay ; whether this be nor 
Injuſtice, Cruelty, Upreflion, Diſcouragement to the King's 
Service, and that whereby no Man in England can be ſafe to 
Serve his. King and Country for time to come; nor no Man ſafe 
to truſt a Seaman,or Seaman's Wife and Family, one Groat that 
is in the King's Service on thoſe terms, ſince the Stouteſt Man 
and Honeſteſt Man in England, by keeping long on Board, may 
fall Sick and Die, or continue. Sick, and that. a Year or two, 
and if not go on Board, or be Preſt on board another Ship, and 
ſc looſe his Pay : I do proteſt in the preſence of- the Lord, be- 
fore whom I Write this, I fear if there be none in the{ Nations: 
. to be found to conſider theſe dreadful Caſes, but ſuffer Cruelt 
and injuſtice to be ſmugled, up, that God will Chaſtiſe theſe 
Nations, unt;l they Learn/ what it is to Ruin Men and Fami- 
les 18 tags Lives or Pay, thouſrnds. and ten thouſands, as by 
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the King's Pay-book s and Muſter-books will appear.; #nd they 
I appeal to ; they are ſuch a Regiſter the Nation never ſaw in 
the Sea Aﬀairs, and the blame muſt lie ſomewhere; and i ſup- 
poſe ſome hardened Hearts will ſay the Running them our of 
their Pay, 1s right enough ; but it may be they will not con- 
ſider that their turning from Ship: to Ship, until Sickneſs or 
Death came, was the Cauſe of a great part, and I hope they 
will not be ſo Caſe-hardened as to ſay they were ſerved well 
enough to be Run ont of their Lives, ſo many ten thouſands ; 


alſo I remember the Ezzl;/h Nation, in ſome former times, was 


mighty induſtrious to find out, and Puniſh the Inſtruments that 
Ruined the King's Liege-People in their Lives and Eſtates ; 
and had we had but the tenth part of Landmer's Poor Families 
Stripped of all they had in the Worid, as there hath been Sea- 
men ſtripped of their Pay, it would have madea dreadful out- 
cry in England: And indeed if our Poor in England had been 
ford to be turned from Maſter to Maſter, without a Penny 
of Mony for ſome Years, as many Seamen have from Ship to 
Ship, and their miſerable Wives and Children Live on Gredir, 
or Starve; and if at laſt they ſhould, under the burden of all 
by diſcouragements, fall ſick, and beRun out of their Mony, 
they had worked for ſeveral Years, as matty have been cut of 
their Pay in ſeveral Ships; it would look dreadfully bad 
And ſome well-meaning men would have'nothirg ſaid of ir to 
acquaint the Government, for fear our Enemies ſhould know 
it; as if the French, who hath taken ſo-many hund:ted Chips 
from us, and near twenty thouſand Men Captive, this War, 
and hath ſo many Spies, and - Treacherous Villains herc, and 
\oth.t5 outward appearance, know a grcat deal better where to 
meer onr Tadia Ships, and Berbds's Ships, in ſeveral places to 
taze them Home toFfrance,than ours did to fend Convoys to take 
them Home to England; and yet ſome ſeeming Honeſt Men are 
afraid the French, that take our Ships and Men, ſhould know our 
Caſe, and in ſhorr, I fear he knows it a great deal more exactly 
than ſome do, or will do in England, for 1 do think ſome in Eng- 
land ſeem to do, like what is taid of the Woodcocks, to hide 
their Heads in\a Buſh, and think none can ſee them ;, and fo 
if they let the King, Country and-Seamen be all Cheated, it 
will continue to be all ſmvggled up; but my Pen runs thirtees 
D 2 ty 
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to the Dozen, and yet the knavery of the Bakers is ſuch, that 1f 
eare be not taken, I arm afraid ſome of our Seamens Families will 
be ready to ſtarve: but to that, I ſhould propoſe a Remedy, 
that Seamen may not be Cheated of their Health, Liyes and. 
Pay altogether, 

Firſt, if as many as is poſlible, might be Paid off every year, 
and that, itamaybe, would fave moſt of their Lives, moſt of 
their Healths, and all their Pay belides, and we might have 
Ships enough for a Winter Squadron beſides ; and it any did 
fall Sick, then if the Ship goeth away and leaves him fet.on 
ſhoar, then if he cannot come on Board to ſct him in the Ships 
Book diſ-fick at ſuch a placeand time, and the Man, if well to 
go on Board another Man of War, and to have the Captain of 
the Man of War ſend-up a Certificate to the Office, That ſuch 
a man that was in ſuch a Ship, is now in his Ship, and this to be 
Entered in the other Ships Book in the Office to fave the Poor 
Seamens Pay ; and if the other Ships Book” be not there, to 
have a Regiſter Book: to enter it-in. the mean. time ; and it the 
Man continues Sick or Dies, the Sorgeon of the place, he.is ſent 
to, to be Bound to give a Certificate-of his. Caſe to ſave his 
Pay, ſince it muſt needs ſeem to me to- be a barbarous thing 
towards any, for time palt, to be turn'd fromShip to Ship, for 

ſeveral Years; until they fall fick and die, and then be. Rvn our 
of their Pay z and it may be their poor Ruined Wives, who 
hardly have ſeen their Husbands this War, it may be they muſt 
come 100 Or 200 Miles, to ſhew cauſe why they muſt have any 
mony, and why their Hnsbands went not on Board their own 
Ships again ; and it may be the Ships Journal, it looked into at 
the Office, would ſhew the Ship went away in 24 hours : An! 
if God will bring every work to Judgment, | doubt our Ships Books 
and Ships Journals will be ſad Wirnefſes againſt the Cruelty of 
ſome in thoſe Offices, to Run poor Wretches out of their Pay, 
that the men are, as the Sentence is againſt thoſe that are to bc 
hanged, Dead, Dead, Dead. And therefore if I find not any 
Remedy againſt Ruining the Fatherleſs and the Widow, 1 v:l! 
not expect any great Security of our Ships and Merchandiſe. 

And fo much to'that:: God is a Jealous God : If we Ruin the 
Poor of Thirty Thouſand Founds the Year, by ſome fort of 
Tools, and God ſuffers the Nation to loſe fo many —_ 
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Thouſand Pounds in nike and the King his Cuſtom, by th 
Ignorance, Careleſsneſs, and Treachery of others; if our own 
Folly be not too hard for us, I fear theJudgments of God will : 
and therefore I adviſe ſome way for theſe Nations to break off 
their ſins by Repentance, and their Iniquities, by ſhewing mercy 
to the Poor : and Mercy and Juſtice both, will teach ways to 
ſecure Ruined Seamens Pay, when wounded, or ded, or in the 
Hoſpitals. | | 
9. It is a miſerable thing, that when men are girn'd over, or 
dead, or fick, that their poor Wives cannot benformed whe- 
ther their poor Ruined Husbagds areRun out of their Pay, with- 
out Petitioning ; Which, if there be Twenty Thonſmd Tirn- 
ings over In a Year, may make work for the Clerk of the Petiti- 
ons, and his Maſters, If they all Petitian at r2 4. the Piece to 
him, it isa Thouſand Pound the Year,-and 64. to his Boy, is five 
handred Pound the Year : And will not this be brave Times for 
him ? But I remember, in all Calamities, ſome dreadful Wrert- 
ches get mony ; in the time of the Plague of London, in the 
time of the Fire, and in the time of War, many are Raiſed from 
the Dunghill on the Ruines of others ;- but why-poor Seamen 
themſelves, or their poor Wives, ſhould nor have Liberty to get 
a Clerk to ſearch the Book, to ſee if they are cheated of their 
>Pay or no, before Pay-day, is fad, But I confeſs it is a good way 
to hide Knavery : For if mony be ſaid to be paid the Party, and 
was not, and he appears himſelf, it is a timely notice to get an- 
other book to ſhew him, that it was ouly ordered to be paid him 
But if he be dead, or gone, and never come himſelf, then it may 
ſtand paid the party mtil Dooms-day ; and if he comes, it was 
a miſtake : And beſides this, having a ſight of the Books, may be 
a great help to Extortioners and Ticket-buyers, if they get the 
Books ſearched privately,they may duy as they pleaſe; And whe- - 
ther this be not turning the blind out of their way ſeeing theSeamens 
Wives. have moſt time nothing lwr the Books to know what 1s 
due ; and if they be Run at Pay-day, it may Þe are forced ro pe- 
tition, and ſtay for their mony another year; and this is mifer; 
to miſery, | þ | | 
10. Therefore 1 think they ought, for time to come, to_have 
no. Seamen diſcharged without a Ticket,” and no Ofheer keep hi; 
Ticket on pain,of Felony ; For in plain Fngliſh, whiciiis worff. 
; , "; 
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a Pick-pocket Realing, a Guinea or Two from a Gentleman, &r 
a Captain of a Man of War to. take a Seaman's. Ticket from 
him of Ten Pound, and it may be the poor Seaman, nor his 
Wife and Family, hath nct a Groat in the World to buy a bit 
of bread ? Therefore it there be not Relief to poor Ruined 
Seamen, 1 will never more wondcr we fool away, knock on 
the Head, betray and deſtroy fo many Men of War and Mer- 
chant Ships,. Burt, 

11. And none $0 walt above One Payment for One Ticket 
alſo, for time to.come ; and not wait: 3 years for 30s. at Two 
Payments oi, a Ticket, as hath been common this War : And 
whether this was not Miſery to Miſery ?' And to prevent thar, 

12, As few as poſlible to be turn'd from Ship to Ship ; bur 
when Ships come in, pay them off as they come in, ſome one 
time, and ſome another ; and the Men have a Month's Liberty 
to come on ſhore; and gather kealth and ſtrength, and ſpend 
their Mony.;. and when their Mony is gone, their Friends will 
quickly ſend them-to Sea again, without preſling;; and that 
would be good for King and Country. And if Men ſee they 
are not ſhifted from Ship to Ship, like Slaves, they will, when 
paid off on ſhore, as in other Ages, have Encouragement to 
come into the Service again, and bring their Children, Servants 
and Friends with them. Bur if they find they are deprived ot 
their Liberty all their Days, when once they come, and of their 
Property, when ſick and dic, no marvel if they are glad to ger 
away : AndI wouldask all Mankind, and would appcal to th< 
King and Parliament what ſhould be the Cauſe the King's Ser- 
vice now. ſhould be more a Priſon than in other Ages ? and 
why ſo Gracious a King's Service ſhould be made ſuch 2 Bug - 
bear now ; and ſuch Lok of Liberty,Properiy and Lives to the 
Seamen now more than in any Agc of the World and whether 
& be not an unmerciful, unjuſt, and an unreaſonable Argument 
to pretend the Seamen cannot be admitted to come on ſhore to 
be paid now, as in other Ages, becauſe they will Run away : 
Whereas, in the mean time, they are kept turn'd and toſſed from 
Ship to Ship, uutil more die than would Man the Fleet; and in 
the mean time alſo,more Run away from the Service than would 
Man it all and half over azain : And if they are Rnn 
our of their Pay wrongfully, w is ſhameful and cruel ; ow” 
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if Juſtly, their New Management has tual more Seamen 
out of the Service, to the' appearance of the Ship's Books, this 


Seven Years laſt, than hath Run away iu this Nation, 1 do ve- 
rily ſuppoſe, this fifty years, if all the- Old Books and New 
Books were ſearched. So that 1 ſay, Experience ſhews the Mi- 
ſery of that Argument of paying them on board Ship, by the 
Loſs of near Forty Thouſand Lives, and ſixty or ſeventy Thou- 
ſand Men's Pay : Whereas, had their Lives been preſerved, and 
their Pay encouraged on ſhore, in all likelihood Seamen would 
have bcen ſo increaſed, and thereby their Pay in Merchant Ships 
near half Ieſs : That conſidering the hazard of Loſt Voyages in 
Merchant Ships, they would there have Thouſands of 
them proved my Words good, *thai I uſed-to fay to then at 
firſt, That the King's Service was the beſt in England; No half 
Pay, 'no Dammage, no Loſt Voyage; and if pinched of their 
Diet, the King pays the Pinch-gvt-mony alſo honeſtly, 

And thus 7 would by the way conſider, that we cannot expect 
to be in ſafety for time to come, without we do by Humility, 
Juſtice and Mercy, engage God to ſtand by us, apd give us Wi- 
dom, and his. Bleſling in the firſt place: 

And 2dly, As to ontward means, in a vifble way, we cannot 
be ſafe and happy in times of Peace or War, without an hun- 
dred and fifty- Thouſand Seamen in England. My Reaſon is 
vhis, That tho now we have the Dutch nnited with vs, and it 

2y be fave 20 or 30 Ships, and 10000 Men, the time may fall 
out we may ſtand alone ; and 2dly, What hath been, may be ; 
and the French and another Nation have Joyned againlt us; and 
then we need double the Strength and Number of Men we have 
now ; and that to maintain a War and Merchant Trade both 
and if wedo not that we are Ruined for want of Trade ; there- 
fore this I would fay, Tho our Loſſes have been dreadful this 
War, and God knows, many of them blindfold, and ſcandalous 
and 1gnorant ; yet it was a great mercy we traded ; Onr poor 
had been Ruined, if we had not Traded ; all ovr ManufaQory- 
workers would have been ready to-periſh,” and/eommr, it may 
be, any- miſchict; for it hath been with the Nation as it may be, 
in ſome part, with my ſelf; There are ſome that have by the 
Providence of God @ Subſiſtence from me ; I trade, and trult, 
ad loſe much ; I pay them, bleſſed be God, they live by their 
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Labour, and ſome” maght 24 if they had not that, or the 
Pariſhes muſt keep them-z3 others, it, may be, get Mony, moxe 
than I, under *me,. becauſe, I ſtand to all hazards, and they to 
none, but take my. Mouy;- Soitisin a Nation; if. we had not 
Traded this War, we had been Ruined ; and if.we loſe not 
more than we get clear-Profit, we ſhall live at laſt; tho, by the 
way, the World may admire at us, that have near twice the 
Number of Men of War imploy'd that the Dutch have, and 
yet that they ſhould have ſo many Millions of Riches come home 
from the Indres, and other parts, this year, and other years, and 
| hardly loſe any almoſt to fpeak of, except what they have loſt 
in our Company ; for where they take care of their own Con- 
c2rns thamſares, for the molt part they go-and come well. But 
in concluſion, i do ſuppoſe, beſides their preſervation of 
their Shipping, if I am not under a miſappreheaſion, they ſave 
2 Million of Mony a year more than we in their Ships of War, 
and Mens Wages, and it may be half a Million more in the very 
Wages of Seamen in their Merchants Service and if they ſpend 
leſs by half, and loſe leſs by Eight Parts in Ten, they will out- 
dousin Trade and it is not our making a Noiſe, and keeping 
aur Seamen on Board of Ship until they die, will ſave our Trade 
alive ; but firſt the bleſſing of God; 2. The increaſe and En- 
couragement of our Seamen, and our preſerving them alive ; 
and having enough to ſupply the. Merchant-men with Seamen 
cheap, and then having Men to order our Convoys, at leaſt with 
as much common ſenſe to preſerve our Merchant Ships,and meet 
them as ſoon, aud take them home to England, for time to come, 
as the French uſe-to dog, to meet them to take them home to 
France, that we may not he a Grief to our Friends, and a Joy 
to our Enemies, and a by-word to the World, I bleſs God [I 
love my Native Country well, and our gracions King William 
well; and if I did not, I would not be fo plain hearted. And 
as to what I ſaid before, we muſt, for time to come, imploy at 
lealt half as many Seamen more in times of Peace, than ever we 
did'; and to do it in time of Peace, if we would, when ever 
God in Mercy ſends vs peace; then mind the very Fiſhing Trade 
at our own Doors, as others do. I find it computed by one Sir 
John Burrows, Keeper of the Records in the Tower, and printed 
with Gerard Malines Lex Mercatorie, which I have by me, That 
; _— the 
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the Dutch do imploy in our Zr/*t/h Sea, which he ſaith is a conti- 
nual Harveſt,and doth imploy 6400 Ns and Buſſes,and 1 20009 
Men at, Sea ; whereby he ſaith, That d it (ef being but 28 
Miles in length, and a few in br n_ imploys in all their Sca- 
Trade 10000 Sail of Spying i and be faith, Thit Lubeck hath 
700 Sail of Ships, Hamborough 600, Emden more, beſides Free- 
men, and other Nations thet Fiſh and Trade in our Seas : And 
he faith, That the very Cuſtoms of their Fiſhing Trade of Hol 
land came to 500000 I. the Year, including the Tenth Fiſh, and 
Cask paid for W e. -Aad'this, if thought, of by England, 
when ever God ſhall ind Peace, would 'be the way ph imploy 
and increaſe our Seamen, and to have a ſufficient Number Aways 
ready to ſerve the King and Country at 2 Months Warning ; 
and not ſuffer our Seamen, in Peace; to rove all over the world 
for imployment t0.get bread, Jo go ſforae Thouſands into 
the Weſt Indies a Buckaneering, far want of bread at home. This 
is by the way. It may be ſomething of this may be, minded ſome 
Years hence, And-this I'would leave'as a Memorandum, That 
ſince France is grown ſo prodigious' Great, if we double 
not our Diligence, will endeavour to ovt-wit vs in Peace or 
War : and it may be 7 may be to England as the Philſtines 
were to /fracl, when we tall deeply to Rang, they may be rai» 
ſedup to ſcourgevs ; and the Lord the Cauſe, and ds it 
be bio ly Will, enableus to bring#h 5: dg, 
Iwould-ſay, That all to be taken, 

that t who. have the Commund ati Offices the Sie 
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72, That no Seaman be kept ab.ve 2 Years out, either in the 
Straits or Weſt. Indies before they come home; and be paid off ;; 
x having been often found, Ships ſtaying | lang there, have had 
thcir Number of Men 6 times aver, to the Seamen's Ruin, And 

| ] never hearbof a Penny Profit to King and Country, by their 
Ruining, of ſo many. 

13. None be ſo turned over above once before his- firſt mony 
be paid, and that to prevent the Ruin of their Pay and Fami- 
es. | 

14. None to forfeit a Penny of -the other Ship's Pay, after he 
is 3 Months in the Ship. | 

15. No Officer to detain a Seaman's Ticket on any pretence 
whatever, except his Covenant-Servant, on pain of Felony, 

16. None to ſet a.Q. or R. on. any Seaman's Pay, but to ſhew 
Cauſe, and' ſet his-Name that did it, that Seamen may not be ru- 
med in Life, and Death and Pay and All, by they know-not who, 
nor wherefore, 

17. None to receive a Scaman's Pay without a true Power ; 
and if - Counterfeited, to have the Middle Joint of each Little 


Finger cut off, and be ſold. to:the Weſt-Indies for perpetnal Servi- 
trd& all rheir Days. | 


ys. | 
18. No Officer to detaina: Seaman's Certificate, or Sick-Tic- 
ket, on any = Hagen whatever. 


19, No Officgri9 ee Fiemapen an-the Books a Voyage af- 
ter they are gone, acither t9-make-ont Vickets for-them,- or to 
enter Men in the tops Books, that never faw'the Ship in their 
Lives. And to prevent. this and the other, and the Cheating 
the King; and Loſs of Slips, and Ruin of Seamen for time to 
come, there might be, _ 

20, One man in 20 thay an write'and' Caſt A , tobeas 
Seamen extra, to keepa Journal ſign'd by them all, of the daily 
niorion of the Ship, in. whaz place, what Wind; and what Friends 
or Enemies met with, or-rag away: from: and/'afo to take' an 
Exa&t Ad&ount of all the Ship's MicyalsandStofes coming on 
Board, to ſee that it is thefull; Quaftioy;)and thatino Embeliiſh- 
ment might be in; the Stones, nor noAicnale ſrt; ſmeetheRKin 
allows enough 6f all theſe.things, & mon-ſhafleitinot away; and. 
alfo to ſtethe men muſtered eyery week alt theVoyageon board, 
to prevent their being entred that never come-on = 
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ther they kept open that Run ke# : And tht alfo the Stamen 
extra might be Learning to carry a Ship go Sca in any part of the 
World, and conſulred with in caſe of Danger, that Ships might 
not be knockr on the head, or fool'd away, for rite to come, ſo 
madly as in ſome times ; and theſe men ro have ſix ſhillings 
we Month more than. Able Seament; and to be pteferr'd, if de- 
erving. 2] 

21 Sn regard that the Boatſwains, Ganners and Carpenters 
are Places are Care and Truft, and ſome Expences in the 
getting in, and taking care of, and acconnting for thaif Storey 
and their Wages bein ng be,. under-valued, it reſpet of 
thoſe who have donlble Pay. his Majeſty, and rhe Honourable 
Houſes, would advance their Pay half az much more as they have 
now,atid this world be the way to encourage them to be honeſt, 
faithful and cheery in the Service ; and they that are not honeſt, 
to be puniſhed : if they are found to ſteal the King's Store, then 
they and the Parties'who are the Receivers, which are as bad as 
the Thieves, to be every man that is found guilty, marked 9n he 
Little Fingers, and tranſported for Servants .to the Weſt-Indies 
all their Days, as thoſe would infe&t others if they ſtaid 
here: Andto find out all Theft, if there were this Encourage- 
ment, That whatever Seamen 2 or 3 could prove the ſame, to 
have their _—_ from the Ship, on the Convidtion of the 
Offender, and Tickets for their own moay, to be paid preſent« 
ly at the Pay-Office,and a ProteQtion for One Year from the Preſs, . 
except they can be preferr'd in the time to ſome place, into fome 
other Ship. And this would be the way to have almoſt all the 
Thieves 1n the Fleet, and in the Yards diſcovered, and without 
Charge or Loſs to the King. But if men who diſcover Cheat- 
ing be abuſed, Brow-beaten and back-beaten, and confin'd toen- 
dure it all their days, no marvel if there is ſeldotn any Thievery 
found onr, if never ſo much committed. 

22. No Purſers, or Captains Clerks, or any Officers, to give a 
Lift of Names to others, to forge Powers, or to deliver out 
Tickets to any, but publickly ; and to thoſe who have Powers, 
that are Lawfvul to:take the ſame ; and none to fell or receive a- 
ny Seaman's Pay or:Ticket, except their own Indentyre-Serv- 
at's, OR Pain of Felony, as being worſe than Highway-nicn. 
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23. T dweſp be a ered] padk abioy laints of vhoſe 
who have | C .OT ruined in their Pay ; and 
to'hear all CA Ea and to reſtore Juſtice to the. op» 
preſſed, as thoſe who would: uot baye the. hand of God. go our 
againſt our Navigationany more,to the-ſufferiug either our own 
Folly or the Enemies Snbtilty. to ruin, us. 

24. That whenever Ships are put up for Re-calls at Broad- 
ſtreet, for Pay, there bea.certain;time. appointed for .cach Ship, 
and publick notice given at leaſt 6 days e-hand, for all par- 


ries te ar, that: haye Mony due, that they may not loſe their 
Pay, 6 Gitie at ſuch uneertainties for ſmall lums, that the trou- 
ble _ charge, and loſs of time, is worth more than the Mony 
rTEecely'd.. 

25,. That there may be alſ5-an Ly ener of ſome of the 
Commiſſioners, that ſtate the publick Accounts, to hear and re- 
ceive all Informations, wherein the King and Nation. have becn 
cheated, and liberty to grant a.ſafe Condudt to = one to come 
and appear before them, to-make a full and free diſcovery, and 
ro let then, depart home without moleſtation again ; and if their 
Informatidn be worthy of, a Pardon, that it, might be interceed- 
ed for ;. if not, that they might be left open to the Law, as be-. 
fore: And that, if any; one, that hath been gwilry of Cheating, 
and forging of. Powers, cag diſcover two others as, bad as them- 
ſelves, {0 as thiey may be convicted, then the firſÞto be pardon. 
ed, and the.other two puniſhed :: And if the other two can ej- 
ther of them diſcover-two more,that is four as bad as themſelves, 
the two to be excuſed, and the four correRed, unlefs any of:them. 
could double nn gag" ryrry ©: angry 7 ; and his would be 
one way, perhaps, to fing'out how the King, and the Natio 
and the Seamen may be modeſtly Judged to be cheated of 100 w 
150000 |, a year this War. | 

And'now-[T having propoſed this, it may be I ſhall meet with 
Sme Enemies that will enyy me ten times worſe than theThieves 
exvied him that wrote the Book that is called, The Engliſh Rogue, 
ang; yet if rhey were {6 wiſe, as to keep their own Counſel, 
zonewould know I'meant them; for indeed, I bleſs God. I aim 


act agent perſons, but Villany ; and if I meet with any that is 
| at me for diſcovering the Merhod.of the Navy-Cheats,. 
b hal}. think ix. is ſome body that. is galled” and ſeabbed; and thar. 
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Etonchied them; tho 1 did not fee them, and theRfore they kick 
and bite, as ſome Horſes will do. And ſo much to that. I would 
adviſe them to keep their own Counſel, that others may not 
kaugh at them; and if they laugh themſelves, and are 'pleaſed, 
the World will beready to judge they are glad if 1 can hunt out 
the Scabby Sheep out of their Flock, But 1 would propoſe con- 
cerning thoſe many thouſands that are taken captive into France, 
if it were in'Engleh Ships. 

26, That they that are taken:may have their ſeveral miſeries 
conſidered of, how they are nſed in France; and if their ſuffer- 
ings be ſo great, that they are ready to periſh there for want, it 
would be well if ſome Relief were ordered them, that they might 
not die; and periſh there; or be forced to enter into the French 
Service for Liberty, Bread and Cloaths, and thexefore to be ſent 
for.away, alſo ſd ſoon as poſſible they can conveniently. 

27, Whencome to Plamouth, or any Sea-Port Town in Fng- 
layd, to have at leaſt a penny a mile allowed every Seaman Br 
Travelling Charges to London, if in Men.of War, and to where 
their Friends live, if in Merchant Ships, thatthey may not-be 
forc'd to beg or ſtarve for near 200 miles, and at laſt be forc'd a- 
way into other Ships, without one penny of mofly to buy them 
Clothes for to ſhift: them : And it may be conſidered, if it be 
not a barbarous thing to meet men as far as Kin coming 
home out of France, with nothing but their Loukte Old Cloaths 
the French give them, and when they have begged 150 miles, to: 
carry them away, lay them in the Hold in Preſs-Ketches, mith- 
out Bedding, or any thing to lie under or over them ; and it y 
be the poor Wretches ſickly and weak, ſome of them: And this: 
i$ now at this time one Fruit of: our keeping Seamen on board; 
and paying them there, that they ſhould not” Run» away until 
there is.ſo raany dead and gone, that there isdreadfal Tearing 
ann Halling in City and Country, and the very Watermen out- 
of the Tiltboats, that they are afraid to work. on their Trades, 
ſome of them -now,, while our great Ships are ſo many laid up : 
And by the way, this preſſing,when Men were paid lately,frigh-- 
ted away ſome Hundreds or Thovſands of. Seamen : - Whereas if* 
they had but had Izberty to have ſpent their-mony freely in one- 
moath, they would have been glad to have gone again... I! have- 
keaxd a Friend of wine declare ſolemnly, He had above. 20. Lodg-- 
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ers that belonged to his Houſe, went away to their own Coun- 
tries, not daring to come up to London to fpend their n:oney here, 
or return it home to their Friends;and if /omany be ſcared away 10 
one houſe, bow many in all the houſes that keep Lodgers in City 
aad Suburbs? Therefore men mult be taken care of for time to 
come, to-have their Lives preſerved, and their perſons encoura- 

ed ;. Or if not, I fear it will produce greater Loſs and Damage 
than is yet foreſeen ; And all mankind thar knows'the Sea-At- 
fairs; knows that 2 or 3Years keeping on board of Ship, common- 
ly 3 Tourths of the mendie: whereas if they had liberty, and'freſh 
proviſions, and Land-Air, one month often Tecruits them a- 


n. 

28. Therefore the Seamen to be encouraged, and preſerved, 
and paid off at Zondon, as formcrly, and the City would not be 
Ruined by the War. And it it be objected, 7 be Seamen would 
then go in_erchant-Ships, many of them, © Tothar I do anſwer, if 
their Lives were preſerved, they would increaſe as faſt or faſter 
ia Men of War than in Merchant-Ships : and if there were plz» 
ty, Wages would fall in Merchant-Ships. ' And had our Fleet 
zncreaſed Seamen, as it was expected,theWages would have been 
ſo low in Merchant-Ships, and what with Loft Yoyages, Seamen 
would have ſtrived to have gone into the King's Ships, if they 
had been paid off in everp Ship, and had Liberty, But when they 
have no hopes of Releaſe, but Death, or the End of the War, 
and cannot bave opportunity to fight to end the War, this is a me- 
lancholy Caſe : many of them have complained they wanted to 
fight it out for to end the War. And 

29, This paying the Seamen off on Shore yearly, that is, one 
half one Year, and another half another Yeat, would many 
times ſave the King near as much charge in ſmall Ships ViRuals 
and Wages, while as our Ship is in the Dock, as the charge of 
mending the Ship comes to. And indeed this War hath been, 
it may be, ſuch a Diſappointment ro Seamen, as the World ne- 
ver knew, ſome Commanders having had ſo much Love and Re- 

10n, and Care, as to have Men to Man a Ship and it may 

in ſome months after, either rhe men turn'd great part ints 
other Ships, or the Commanders removed into other Ships; ſo 
that if a Thouſarid Seamen would be freely willing to ſerve un- 
der ſuch braveCommanders, as I know ſome, they are not ſore, 
but 
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bot in a month they may a their Drivers. And by the 
way, I would obſerve, That tho the Double-Pay Officers have 
had Pay ſuitable to buy Two Canes to beat the poor Seamen,,.in- 
Read of one; whereas before, they ſometimes did tie a Rope- 
varn at the end of their Cleft Sticks, but now may buy new ;, but 
the poor Seamen had not 1 s. the month more all this War, to 
buy one courſe Coat or Waſtcoat to keep off a blow. Which 
brings me to another Paragraph, that 1s, 

30. That the poor Seamen may have their 40s. apiece for 
Cloaths, uſed to be allowed them if the Ship was loſt; and this 
they had before they beat the Frexch ; and before that, they ett» 
joyed ſome Comforts now and then, But to go on, 

31. No Seamen to be forced to go out of a Man of War in- 
to a Merchant-Ship, altho the Captain ſhould have ſeveral pounds 
for the ſame. But if Neceſſity requires the Lending of a Sea- 
man or Two to a Merchant, the Seaman may have all the Pay in 
the Merchant-Ship, and the Captain and Purſer to have the Be- 
nefit of his Vitnals only in the Man of War, that the. King 
and the Seamen be'/not both cheated at one time. And, 

32. The Seaman to have a Certificate to,come again'in a cer- 
rain time, and to be kept from rhe Preſs until then, 

33. No Seaman to be made wait above ten days at the Navy- 
Office, to petition for to have a. © or R. takey off, But if when- 
ever paid off, as formerly, and incouraged, there would be an 
end almoſt to that dr | wretched Ruiniag and Deſtruction 
to themſelves and Families, of loſing their mony, for thoſt Let- 
ters being ſet on by any wrongfully ; and therefore would. ſerve 
the King, cheerfully. | 

34. That-thoſe, who'are diſcharged fair, by Reaſon of Sick- 
neſs, and have Tickets ſigned by all the Officers for their Pay, 
may-not be cheated of it, for the word of one hard hearted-wret- 
che's pleaſhre,the Seamen's Ruin being too great already, | : 

35: If 'Seamen are preſt away when. on Shore, _ the Captain 
that commands the Ship he i$in; hes wood ſend a, i if 
cate to the Ticket-Office, ta, be Regiſtred ip the, other Ship's 
book, or Reſt. ras in the, fore of Sickueh, 
to ſecure uhig Seatnan's P2y from being, ruined; becauſe Ye-loſt, lus- 
Liberty, ' ' " verbs 43 bd dn 
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36. That it may be anaed there are 3 thiags Engliſhmen do 
value highly, that is, Liberty, Property and Life, and all theſe have 
the Seamen loſt ſome ſhare of this War, aud the Hiſtories of 
all theſe Nations cannot parallel ; and therefore double Care 
ought to be taken of them for time to come, ſeeing it is to be fea- 
red there is ſome gone to enquire after the preſerving of thoſe 
things .in other Nations already, as by the King's Books of Ships 
come home this Year, may be ſeen ſomething, | 
37. Seamen preſſed out of Merchani-Ships, to be under the 
penalty of half their Pay, to go on board of fuch a Man of 
War, at ſuch a time, and then to have liberty to bring up the 
Merchant-Ship, and to take half their Pay, and fell theirVentures, 
and recruit themſelves a few days, to recover their health, that 
they may not, after long Voyages, infect themen of War by 
fickneſs ; and when they are gone on board, that man of War 
to have a Certificate ſent up to the Office, That ſuch a man is 
come on board ſuch a Manof War ;, and theu his other half of his 
Pay to be paid to his Attorney : Andi he goeth not on Board 
the Man of. War, or if ſhe be ordered away ſooner,than on board 
another ; then the other half of his Pay tobe forfeit to the Ho- 
ſpital of Greenwich, if he goeth' not in a Man of War, And by 
this means moſt of the Seamen might be inthe King's Service 
ONCE in 2 Years, and the others that have been there diſcharged, 
and paid off, would pleaſe the Seamen, increaſe them, dave their 
Lives ahd Pay. And if fo, there might be a Law made, to cauſe 
all Maftersto regiſter them that come home. for the King's uſe, 
before they are paid, and all other Regiſters will be too: ſhort, 
there beitg, ir may be, 40000 Seamen Batchelors, or fuch-ascan- 
not be found to. be regiſtred, but lodge 40 or 50 4n ahounſe ;.-and 
if regiſtred there, can be gone 100 mules next week, [But good 
Pay, their Lives Seeforvad and good loving Commnaders, that 
will fight with their Enemies, and be as kind to-the Seamen as 
Lambs, would ſet almoſt all to Rights again in a Year or Two, if 
they be nat ruined at the new way of management'in-the Offices 


"38. And theref6te they that are fenrto.the Hoſpitals; or con- 
tinve aYegr or 2 lick, o ae LE OS ge ec kiee 
that word told toa periſhing Wife, That 


ſhould not have been fick ,, when if he had beea ſick two i 
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before quite well, crawled bg - Man of War again, and there 
continued, might delerve, more eſpecially it the Wite and Chil- 
dren have Rcelet ot the Pariſhes, and the man {t1]] in the Service 
alſo. 

And indeed | find our Poor's Book inthe Suburbs, below the 
Tower, ſmell very {rung of the Ruin of the Scamen's Families ; 
our Taxcs for the Poor being donbied: And it may be fome that 
world grudg to give a poor ruined Seaman's Family 2 d. to buy 
them bread, if they were ready to ſtarve, may yet blame me for 
troubling my head with their Caſes, and Ruins, and miſeries: but 
kowever, my, Conſcience bcareth me Wirnels, that I ferve God 
and King William, and the good Old Engliſh intereſt, in what I 
do: And fo long as I have {weet peace within, 1 cannot ſo much 
as fear any thing of trouble can burt me ;, tor, I bleſs God, 7 have 
learned in part, as a Chriſtian, to be content with what God allot:eth 
me ; And 7 have alſolearn'd this Principle, That an honeſt man 
#5 not ſubjed to mjury ;, a man'may kill him, but cannot hurt him, And 
now / ſpeak of that, makes me think of ſome that threatned to 
facrifice me-laſt Year; and when the News was brought my dear 
Wife, ſhe was frighted : Burt I bleſs God 1 feared it not : For as 
God carrieth me on, that I cannot let the Ruin, and DeſtruQj- 
on, and Cruelty, and Ilnjuſtice, that is exerciſed on ovr Engliſh 
Seamen, more than ever theWorlkd ſaw, to be hid from the King 
and Parliament ; ſo by the Grace of God, he carricth me above 
tear of any ſufferings, fo long as I have Truth on mv tide, and 
thoſe Two Graces of my ſide, Juſtice and Mercy, that will bzar 
me up. Burt if all the Reafon and Underſtandinz I have lctt, do 
not. fail me, I have all the common Policy of -my tide thit cau be 
:magined, And now 1 fpeak to that, 1 will he plain hearted and 
aeclare my Opinton, TT hart 1 do veri'y think, "it there were no 
Poly 0n my ude, that jf thESeamen were oppreſſed aud ruined, 
they and their Familics, as multitudes have been, the Juſtice of 
God woulkt awase againtt the Nation. 

And 2. Ico ajfo vetily jnd-e !f there were no provoking E- 
vil in their Rum, they are ruinea fo madly, and dead, and run a- 
way ſo ſhametrily, that it would be therway to ſpoil our felves at 
1:ſt, if it proceeds much farther ; for their Ruin” doth increaſe 
the pretence of Feeping them turd from Ship to Ship, or catch- 
ing them next Gay, or tlic lame they are paid ; And it there be 
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not liberty of freſh Alr and freſh Proviſions, Experience ſhews 
the ſalt Seas and ſalt Viduals, in ſtaying long in Ships, kills ten 


times more than the Sword : And God forbid, that the French - 
ſhould bave cauſe to rejoice, and ſay, as long as this War laſts, he - 


need not fight to kill our men; for they die faſter without his 
fighting. And in ſhort, if this War had been a Game at Cards, 
} ſhould have feared ſome Gameſters plaid booty ; if. it had been 
a: Suit of Law, 1 ſhould have verily Judged there were fome took 
double Fees. But my wandring, roving Brains do rather think 
our Sea- Aﬀairs look more like that-Rude Play, callFd, Rind man's 
Buff; for we have had ſeveral ſcurvy hard blows, that we could 
not well tell whoit was that did hit us :. But however it is, my 
Wiſdom is too ſmall to unriddle the whole, altho 1 have Abun- 
dance of ſecret Notions that at preſent ſerve for my own inſtru- 
Qtion : And this that I write 1s ſomething that bubbles over ; 
And if any ſhould go farther, and fay, Whatever the Game was, 


ſane that were either to hold or decide ſome: of the Stakes, bave gotten. . 


great Eſtates, let as many Gameſters as will, be ruined. Now that 
I would leave to thoſe, who have more $kill to determine. I am 
almoſt aſhamed of this rambling diſcourſe,and will now ſay what 
comes next to hand ; and that is, That we had need to ſecure our 


Walls; and if the Seamen are call'd our Walls, they had need ' 
to be repaired all that is poſſible ; And if any ſay, Great part of * 
them are new ones, and ſo ſhould laſt well ; To that I anſwer, it 
may fall out the newer they are, the more apt to fall ; whereas - 


thoſe which are old and feaſoned, if preſerved any thing like, 
would do better : And to that I might ſay, Perhaps it is ſo in- 


deed ; for in England we need never want nien for the Sea ; but 


Seamen are men ſeaſoned to the Sea. And by the way I would 


obſerve, That*our brave Seamen that have been 7 Years ia the - 


Service, they never had a penny Bounty-mony in the Spring ; it 
is they that come in afterwards get Bounty-mony : And 1 have 
wondred, thoſe that managed the Seamen did not think of ſome 
incouragement for thoſe who ſtood all the time, as well as for 
thoſe who come in-thelaſt week. It is an old ſaying inEngland, The 


Eye of the-Maſter makes the Horſe fat ; And indeed, if our moſt 
gracious King William had been Rightly informed, to have ſeen - 


the Caſe of his Loyal Seamen, they would have been 1n better: 
plight, And this brings me to conkider, That the Victyalling of 
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our Engliſh Navy, is the beſt in the World, that is allowed thein, 
if they have what the King allows: And therefore, 

39. It were well for the Seamen, if the Purſers were bound, 
and made to take all the Sea-ſtores on board of Ship, and nei- 
ther to receive any ſhort at the Office at firſt, neither to ſell any 
away before they come as far as my Houſe, and that is not a mile 
from the ViQualling-Office; and then Ships need not go to ſhort- 
allowance often in 1 4 days after they are at Sea; and it that were 
prevented, it were well. But it may be they may plead, They can 
anſwer it,becauſe if they are found out, they mult pay for it: Now 
to that I would ſay, its well for all the Nobility's,and Gentry's, 
and Yeomen's Horſes in England, that they have not Purſers to 


feed them; that if their Maſters aſlow them 19 or 20 Quarters 


of Oats for a Stable, the Grooms, that ſhould feed them, take a 
thir1 of them, and ſell them, and drink away the mony between 
the Drivers and the Grooms; and reckon ſo many Pecks a day ; 
and if the Horſes are abroad at work, and come not in time, 
charge their Oats to the Maſter's Account, tho they are ſold: a- 
way, and they eat none in 2 or 3 days, or aweek: And indeed, © 
bad Drivers and bad Feeders is enough to ſpoil any Team of 
Forſe in the World. I have heard among Countrymen, inKent, 
ſome ſay, There is half in half difference in driving Cattle; ſome 
will beat them, and whip them, and knock them over the Pate, 
and ſwear and damn like Devils at the Cattle, and ſpoil them, 
that they will hardly drive at all, or it may be break their Tra- 
ces, and run away, and ſpoil the Team at laſt ; whereas, if ano- 


. ther, that knows how to manage them with care, and cheererh 
' themup, clappeth them on the back with his hand, and chirups 


lovingly to them, they will draw like Lions, And in ſhort, 1 
wilt appeal to a!l the Yeomen in AXent, many of whom are ny 
Relations, if ever they knew a Team of Horſe get a Groat 
clear Gains for their Maſters, at 7 Years End, whoſe Drivers and 
Hoſtlers had ruined them half, and near ſtarved ſome of the 
reſt, and cheated their Maſters in the mean time of more a great 
deal than their Provender came to. But I had need intreat par- 
don for my rambling; but ſometimes there may be Abundance 
of homely Truths ſpoken in Jeſt ; and it may be too true to make 
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But lowever, now to the ——_ of England ; They are Re- 
aliy as true to the Intereſt of King William, to the laſt, as any 
fort of men whatever; and many of thoſe, who have ſtood in 
the King's Books as Run-aways, are either dead in his Service, 

-g2d that is the laſt they can do for him ; and others are ſtil] in 
his Service to this hour, tho Run out of their Pay 1a other Ships; 
Andin ſhort, it looks very niſcrabie alto, to be Run out of their 

ay in other Ships, and cannot obtain leave once in 3 Or 4 Years 
0 come to ſhew Cauſe, or hear Reaſon why they ſhould have 
their mony., I remember the Heathen Romans are ſaid to take 
care not to condemn men without being heard ſpeak for themſelves, and 
alſo ſceing their /ccuſers, Now if it be objeQted, that 1t cannot 
be expected all that are made Run ſhould fee their Accuſers, yet 
for the 2d, they might have this priviledge Heatiens allowed of, 
ſpeaking for themſlves : And therefore | think in the next 
place, 

40. It 1s. but Reaſon and Juſtice the Seamen thatare made Run, 
ſhould be protected 1 4. days, to petition to get off their &. 5. But 
I am much afraid that it will be found Cruelty at lat, to make 
meu lofe their Pay that are dead a-ſhore, or fick in the Hoſpitals, 
or not a month out of the King's Service theſe ſeveral Years,or 
diſcharged fair by Tickets ligned by all the Officers. And this 1 
would asx, Whether the Kings Service be a perpetual bondage ? That 
thoa man be Really ſick, and have a Ticket given him to diſ- 
charge him ſick, 1gned by all the Officers, toclear him, and get 
his Pay, whether i be not Oppreſflion and Cruelty in thoſe that 
ſhould pay the mony, to deprive theſe men of their mony, be- 
cauſe they that they left their Powers with,do not know preſent- 
ly where the man 1s, or whether living or dead, or in what Ship: 
and.it may be, tt 1s ſome Years paſt ſince he was diſcharged , and 
whether ths way of management be like to encourage the Seamen, or 
any that truft them, or the like? In plain Engliſh, Such managers 
would fright away the Seamen, an4 fright others from truſting them, 
And now I have ſaid this, it may be ſome will think 1 write this 
for intereſt, and am concerned with ſuch a Caſe, To that I an- 
{xer, No; for I left olf buying 3 Years paſt, and now write ou 
ly to ſerve God, and my King and Country ; And- if I-were in 
another Country, and ould hear theſe things, it may be I might 
ve aſhamed of thoſe kind of AQions, and Abundance more, that 


—_— 


ROOT —— 
CE '—— 


T— —____—— 


7 / 
I fear are againſt ar and 3d, Honeſty and Policy, yea, and 
1 fear againſt good Heathen Morality ; and ſeems to be al 4rui- 
ary. But now | hope our Gracious King and Loyal Parliament 
have eſpouſed the Seamen's Cauſe,they will, as an honeſt Gentle- 
:21an of the Houſe of Commons faid, endeavour to, do them 
Kight. And this ſhort Prayer I will put up for the Scamen for 
time to come, 7 hat thr Kins and Parliament would not !e :ve them 
and their Families to the tender mercies of the wicked ;, for the Scri- 
pture that cannot lie, ſaith, 7 hat the tender mercics of the wicked ave 
cruel, Andit may be ſome that have beena year a geiting a Pe- 
tition for Juſtice Anſwered, may underſtand ſomethin of the 
meaniog of that, when they come ro beg nothing but (Mir own 
that was due to them, by plain Juſtice, bare and threat-bare,and 
{tark naked Juſtice and Honeſty : Therefore if there be not {ome 
way to ſecure poor Seumen's Pxy for time to come, 1it 15 pal? my 
Skill to warrant our Sea-Port Towns will ſend their Men, 
Children or Servants into the Service fo trecly as before ; and it 
may be they that have been fo ſerved, as aforeſaid, if they are 
not dead, yet will not come without gaod words, And, 
41. Therefore it I might humbly preſume to give my thought, 
| would ſuppoſe it requiſite not only to take a! care 14974abe to 


ſecure the Seamen's Lives, and Pay, and 1ealth, bus alſy ts have the 


A for their Encouragement read in every Ship orice a quarter, and an 
Abſirath of the Encouragement fet up in the S24-Port Towns of Eng- 
land; or at leaſt the Heads of it put in the Gazette, toai the Nation 
may. ſee, for time to come, that they do not pay their miiy, and the 
geamen ruined ;, but that the Seamen ſhall be encouraged, and uſo 10- 
ucſtly pard. 

42. That they might be paid in Zondox, that the City of Zou- 
don, that 1s always ready to aſſiſt his Majeity with money, may 
have ſome again from the Seamen ; and not let thoſe who ma- 
nagethe Seamen, put the King to extraordinary charge to pay 
the Seaimen ſeveral miles off, to the depriving the City of their 
Trade, and the ſpoiling of near halt the Seamens Pay belides ; 
For in ſhort, in Loxdon the Seamen can buy all things at belt hand, 
can ſend home their mony to their Families, to aay part of Eng- 
Lad or Scotland; Andif they but ſpend their mony here, or ſead 
xt hoine to their Families, and"injoy a months Liberty, and'freſh 
Air, and freſh Viftuals, the Sea will be the next thing they. will, 
y Þ; 


3s 
' befor ; And Seamen will live andincreaſe, as in other Ages of 
the World they uſed to do in times of War, altho Thouſands 
were killd ; And of the moſt fighting War the Scamen ever 
ſaw in England this 100 Years, it can only be ſaid, the Sword or 
Guns kill'd Thouſands. ' But this War, without fighting, hath 
been the Death of ſeveral Ten Thouſands, And indeed this makes 
me think of their Complaints to me, ſome years paſt, that they 
could not Fight it out, as-in former Ages : And indeed, in my 
mind, the Fighting like Men, and being Kill'd an Hundred in 4 
Ship, is nothing ; ſuch a loſs to themſelves, their Families, the 
King, agd the Nation, as being _—_ Board of Ship, until 
three or four Hundred in a Ship Die before the Voyage 15 don 
and ſometimes a quarter of their Men Sick together; and ho 
Melancholy that muſt be, and at laſt be ſerv'd as,the Mary's 
Men that brought home about forty of thoſe Men they carried 
out, and Buried about fix or ſeven Hundred Men, and theſe 
forty men not ſuffered to have a Penny of Money one Shore to 
Refreſh themſelves, and tell their Friends that ſome eſcaped a- 
live. I am afraid that ſome hard Hearted wretches makes as if 
our Seaimen's Miſeries were a Comedy, but God knows whether 
' the next Age will not call it a Tragedy, ſeeing ſuch dreadful 
Numbers of Lives have been loſt; but however it be, His Majeſty 
and the Parliament may now inquire of the Actors; how it is, 
and why it was fo contriv'd, and the Charge of the whole feem 
fo great, and ſhew no better ; but my Wits run a Wool-ga- 
thering : inſtead of Writing a few Heads I make fo great Bo- 
dies, they will requirc an Hour*s time to undreſs by the Fire-ſide 
at Night before Bed-time, and the Diſcourſe-may ſeem te- 
dious: But if ſo, how' tedious muſt that miſery be, when it 
may be a few Lives Repreſent forty Thouſand Miſeries; and-1I 
would have put in a pretty deal of Diſcourſe of Knavery alſo 
as how, it may be, the King and Country may be Cheated 
ſhamefully : But if it be to be heard only at the Navy-Office or 
Admir alt y-Office, as one Jooat Cheat was, that I went about 
laſt Year, and Forger of Powers. And another that 1 went 
to the Cormmiſſioners that Stated the Fublick 'Accounts this year, 
about; 'but they having not leiſure, 'I ſuppoſe the partie's peace 
was made vp another way. But I would have had the method of 
Cheating to be found out above, and prevented by Law for time 
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$0 come, for the advantage of F King and the Country ; for I 


ſuppoſe there hath been ſo many Informations of the King's be- 
ing cheated, and the Seamen cheated, that have been broughs 
before the Admiralty and Navy-board, that they know the me- 
thod of Knavery ten times more than 1; aud it may be as car- 
rying Coals to Newcaſtle, to tell them. But I wonder they have 
not made an out-cry to the Parliament againſt all the cheating 
and Knavery they have been inform'd of ; for if their Skill be 
only in the Ruuning and Ruining of Seamen out of their Pay 
whea they are lick or dead, I am ſorry ; and eſpecially ſeeing 1 
cannot hnd it weareth well, we have loſt ſo much this Year, our 
Accounts will not come even, beſides the loſs of the Hope, the 
Brave Hope : O that Enzland ſhovid loſe their Hope at Sea to the 
French this Year. And now I think of the Hope, there was five 
Ships of the Enpliſh, as -1 underſtand,” and 2 went away, and 2 
run away ; and there was 5 Ships of the # rench, and they, like 
cunning Knaves, kept rogether,and fo got away the /zope,tho ſhe 
fought well. And now our brave Soveraizn is burned, which 1s 
to be lamented, and for that ſhe was {> brave a Ship, and named 
the Soveraipn ; And as for the Vulfar Name, ſome call'd her the 
Sufferance ;, As to that Name, the Sufferance, if all the Seamen's 
Calamities be redreſſed, I ſuppoſe they will never ſee ſuch a Suf- 
ferance again in haſte. But 1 wiſh we may ſee a brave New Hope, 
and as good a Ship as the other, for our Gracions King to go on 
board of, and name her, The New Soveraign.. And fo much to 
that. Burt, 

43. It might be conſidered of, that ſeeing we have loſt near 
100 Slaps of War theſe lalt 7 Years, to a prodigions charge to 


the Nation; And many people admire what is done with all the. * 


Mony raiſed, never conlidering, that ſince we ſaved our Ships 
from being loſt by fighting at firſt, we have loſt and fool'd away 
near as many fince as will coſt Two Millions of Mony to buvld 
more, belides the Milkons of Mony extraordinary to keep an 
heap of Ships always in pay, tho a grear many of them ſeldom 
{end word home what good they do abroad; * And I have ſome- 
times thought it is poſſible to at like boys in the ſtreet, that 
meet before Froceſſoming-Diys, eat heaps and numbers; as if 
they would drive the Town before tham ;;and, poor Wretches, 
may þe, got one in 6 hath the heart. to ſtrike a.ftroke, only 
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40 
run about ang dirt theic clothes,and put their pareats to charge. 
yt this by.the'w ay. 

, As to Qur, hips loſt, for time to ccrne,it may be uſeful for the 
to OMMI iſioness that ſtate the publiek Accounts; to have the caſe 
of our Shups lot, brought before them, that if any-bbdy be in ' 
faulr, they may not beall excuſcd. And indeed, 10 Jong as the 
Seamen are ſent away in other Ships, and the Commanders are 
their own Accuſers, and their Friends the Judges, they will do 
well enough. 1have ſometimes thought how mitchievons a Fel- 
low 79 Budy IS grown ſince 1 wasa Child ; Then he vied to be 
accuſed tor !tcaling Apples, and eating up odd things, or drink- 
ing up the Vine or Strong, Drink in,a houſe; but now, if there 
be Ships murdered, or fool'd aw ay, or betray'd to the Enemies, 
or Fleets milcarry, as bad as our Smirna Ficet, Vo Body is moſt 
times callcd to Account, and puniſhed for the ſame : Aud when 
as.the Seamen of Fngl: 1nd are ruined and deſtroyed, and dead,or 
frighted out of the Service of our Gracious King HWillian, mul- 
tirudes of them, and then ſtill No Body mult be blamed and ſha- 
med for the Came. And indeed, had not our moſt Gracious Ki: 1g 
IWillam ſpoken for them,and theLoyal Parliament eſpouſed their 
Cauſe, to relieve them, no body would perhaps have regarded 
their Ruin and Deſtruftion ſo long until they and theirFamilies 
might have heen ſome of the moſt miſer:ble ruined Creatures on 
the Face of the Earth, and no body would have gotten by their 
Ruin in this Nation ; And /et it may be no body would have con- 
Flere that they h ad been ſome of them like the poor men that 
travelled trom Jeruſalem to Terico, anu fell amon?s Thieves, wbo 
did not only rcb them, and wav; id, them, bur did actu; lly leave 
them halt dead ; And yet I ſuppoſe 110 b dy will be calicd to ac- 
count at laſt for all this Ruin and deftruction of them and their 
Families, altho it may be the next Age will cry ont ſhame of it, 
and ſay, the blame muſt lie Ome-vhere : And ir may be they will 
inquireth en, who were thole at the Admii -alty, or Nav y-board, 
"Or in any other places, that « Qrecte e'b| and managed our Sea-Af- 
fairs in thoſe days wherein the ©z. INC Of / agland were more ru- 
incd than ever the World ſaw, and more - Men of War and Mer- 
chant Ships loſt than crver the cea —_— under, in fo few Years 
of Engliſh Concerns , and if they underſtand the true Hiſtory 
of this Age, they minſt know that our Grazious King William is 
the 
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'the Jufteſt and Mercifulleft King | in the World ; but is con- 
cerned-in the ent of the whoſe Confederacy againſt that 
commons plague of the Chriſtian World, . French King ; And'is 
forced. to be be abroad, beyond Sea every 'Lummer, 'to manage 
the Army ; . And that it will be kiiown that he left the manage- 
ment of the Sea- Affairs nato, Fngl i/bmen, and that to ſuch as are 
| ATA by Law ; and if there (oe any that wanteth any Quali- 
ions of Grace, or Reaſon, or:Common Senſe, or Common 
Haneſty or 'Loy alty. to him, 1 it ſhould be beft known to theni+ 
ſelves ; for I do not meddlc with Names 'of Men; but theRu- 

ines of the Seamen ſtick in my ſomach, . and |! cannot digeſt it ; 
for..l am lick pt-it ; and bad I becn a'N erchant, it may bel ſhould 
have been fick of our Ships and Meret andize alſo. But howe- 
ver, it may be obſeryed, That whatever miſeries of ruines come 

inthe management of things, there. is this to be” conſidered of ; 
'The- 2danagers of it muſt be men truly qualified ; and that i is 
ſomething, . But I wiſh, for time tocome, there may be men 
qadined with Grace, and Wiſdom, and Loyalty tothe preſent 
yernment, and that may have an intife 'Love'to his Majeſty, 
and the good old Engliſh \ntereſt, that Ve may not be, any of the 
inhabitants of theſe Nations, forced to roar like Bears, or to 
mgury ſore, like Doves. But Thad forgot ing on concerning 

par ticular 1 incouragement for Seamen'? = tharrhey 
44.” Might never have fowr Beverid e\ ine forced on them 
iq The Straits, 'that One Hogſhead will mix with, 12 Hogſheads 
of Water. ;; a5.is ſometimes done in the Streights,/ forthe advan- 
Lage of the Purſers, . tho,"ts, the, hazard of Seamens Health or 
VES-. 7 S us 

45: And that all Seamen might be Fs T to look out for 
Enemies, Ships, and that they that. pa them firft,'might 


be edcer) 1) nd they thit entred the board' hat ate 
taken, Gy Fo vi ragenignt, Ee to'deli- 
yer.e fs They et to their Licutehid7s,or Officers ; 
Aud, al aF Hi We | An A&vunt at the 
EE 
men this.” Fr £9! 3 
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(43 ) | | 
preſs the Seament : And theſe may be repited among the cyrſed 
Ticket-buyers, and barbarous Villains that rvin- the Seamen in 
Mea of- War ; For many of the'Maſters in Merehaut Ships ſtop 
what they. pleaſe out of their'pay, or do make'them go to Law 
for their Wages, and keep them out oftentimes alſo 2 or 3 


- months, tho'the Seamen are preſbaway ; And one in par- 


ticular lately did fell his Seaman's Venture, and kept his pay, axd 
the Seaman preſt away ; and the Maſter did promiſe me his mo- 
ny from day to day, until he cunningly, in the Night,carried his 
Ship to Graveſend, and got her cleer'd. But I heard of it in the 
morning, and ſent away an Officer to the Ship, and got him ar- 
reſted to make him honeſt ; and got ths mony frem the ſcanda- 
lons Villain. But if Merchant Seamen were incouraget' as fol- 
lows : 

49. Firft, That there might be a Law made, That all Seamen 
might. have as good and large allowance of all Proviſions and 
Beer,as in his Majeſtie's Ships; and in caſe of falling ſhort, on 
any occaſion, to be paid ſhort allowance mony alſb. 

50. That none might pay any _—— for their own 
Negle@ or Fault. And this would be the way tor Maſters and 
Owners to take care to ſend better Ships to Sea, and not oppreſs 
the Seamen for their Rotten Leaky Ships Favlr. | 

51. No Seamen to have undue Correction, nor indeed no ex- 
traordinary CorreQion, without the Approbation of the Ma- 
ſer, and 2 of the' Officers, that ſo men might nor be barbarouſ- 
ly _— in the Ships, as ſome have been, and others dreadfally 
abuſed, 

ww That the Maſters who ſtop 2 or 3 months pay a piece 
from the Seamen, when they pay them, unjuſtly, may be pn- 
niſhed as Villains, that do go the way to difcourage, and bring 
a Curſe on our Engliſh Navigation, if it lay in their power. 
Whereas'thoſe honeſt Maſters, that Vietual well, and pay well, 
are fuch as go the way to incourage cur opp Navigation, and 
to procure a bleſſing on the ſame; and theſe Maſters I Jove; bur 
L hate all ſorts of Villany nd Knavery whefever I meet with it 
id any: And do therefore-expet to Hear of fame Knaves find 
Favit with this, as ſome Phieres and Cheats did when they heard 
I-did diſcover to the Parliament how: the King: and Nation vas 
cheated. But:b,wondtr they ſhould be ſuch Feels to complain, 
- F -2 {ec- 
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{ceing 1 named- no body; Andif they had ughedatit,no bod; 
bad need to have. known they. had been'guilty themfe}ves': A 
{9-1 wiſh them to be wiſer next'time ; Andtho there arc Abun- 
dance of Cheats and Villains to Cheat theRing and 'Country, 1 
know their methods, and am aſhamed that:ſa/brave and-excel- 
lent a.King,/and ſo famous and fine a Country, ane” ſuch Stout; 
Loyal, brave Seamen, the beſt.in the Univerſal World; ſhould be 
all cheated and abuſed, and that many times by thoſe who drink 
it, away, Or whore it away, Or game it away. , Again, and if one 
Devil helps them to ger it, thereis'ſa many Devils to- help to 
ſpend it, that ſome of them will:n6t be worth one Groat'a Do- 
zen, in a Years time after the War is over, and nothing ſtirring 
dut Honeſty and Induſtry; + 1 | ? 

But 53. There ought to be ſome care taken that Maſters of 
Ships might not abuſe, and cheat, and beat, and ſtarve their Sea- 
men beyond Sea ; for that hath cauſed multitudes-of Fngliſhmen 
t0.run away. In the Straits, . and other Voyages, to the great 
C—— of our brave-#nglifhSeamen, - who will do any 
thing, it” incouraged ; but will be mad, and Tun away to ſerve 
> Nation, yea eyen the: Turks themſelves, it. they are Abn- 
ed... | 
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54..It is pity there is not:more liberal inconragement for Sea- 
men-t9 carry Ventures, and to be extraordinary well provided 
with proviſions in their Voyages to the Eaſt Indies, ſince many 
Ships have in that Voyage, of thoſe-they carried 'ont, buried 4 
men to One of thoſe which they did :bring, home : ' And that is 
bad, to loſe all toa fifth part. And many men have in that Voy= 
age been ſuppoſed te die for want. And the Company ſuffer- 
eth by it in the danger of their Goods, if Ships miſcarry. Where- 
25 thoſe Brave Worthy Commanders, who Victual extraordina- 
Ty well, and take great care of their men, do come home well, 
and their men love, them, and 1 love them alfo for their Houe- 
ity and love to the Seamen..- But-it 1s a ſhame that, any' Ship's 
Commanders {hould be ſo nnnatural as to want water almoſt fo 
foon-as they come out of the Harbour: And if there were a Law 
made,- That all Seamen in Merchant Ships ſhould be-paid the full 
for their ſhort Allowance and Water-mony, as the King doth ; 
And, that would be the Way. to incourage; the Seamen. to keep 
their Ships, and..not run away to: ſerve other Nations for wank h 
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of better uſage. 'And the am pladers of all Ships, for time to 
come, ought at leait to be made to provide Water for their 
Ship's Company, aud not negle& ir, or fraught" their Ships 
full that they have no. room for Water, that ſo the poor Sexmen: 
may not be whipt at the Geers for drinking the Water that is 
allow'd for the Hogs. This ſeems to be worſe than the poor 
prodigal Son was ſerved : And indeed I have obſerved, That 
the 1nterlopers Ships to India, that their men had liberty to car- 
ry ood Ventures, have gone well, and their men come home 
as fat as Pigs almoſt ; as if they had not only had enough of 
Sn; but had eaten half. the Hogs alſo. .,.And indecd.it is al- 
0, . 

55- Great pity that ſo many poor miſerable people were for- 
ced to come and wait, and wait and come 20 times for their mo- 
ny.after it is due, for 4 months pay, at the Eaſt [:d'a- Houſe. The 
loſs of time to many, and their labour, and waitiag ſometimes 

3 or 4 hours in aday, is worth to ſome, I fear, if they reckon . 
their Time, above half the mony. But this Age ſeems 16 play 
with miſery. _ I meet with ſo many Objects of this Age's being 
mrdned againſt the Groans of the poor, in ſome places, and 
Cries of the Poor, that truly I nwlt needs fear that the moſt 
merciful God will ariſ? to plead the Cauſe of the Poor,. the Op» - 
preſſed, the Fatherleſs and the Widow, ſeeing many men ſeem 
to loſe moral pity. And indeed I am afraid it.is gone to look 
after moral honeſty, many mens very Conſciences ſeeming to be 
even as it is ſaid of ſome Fire-Locks,Caſe-hardened : And as it 
is faid, That a good man is mercifal to 11s beaſt ;, fo 1 will fay, that 
cven the tender mercies of many wicked men in this Age, are 
cruel, But certamly God did not ſend men into this World ro 
he like Devils, to plague and afflit mankind. And therefore it ' 
were well and convement; 

56. That no Seamen in any Merchant Ship whatever, to be 
forced to wait above four Weeks after the Ship is in Harbour. 
tor their Money, it being a very great oppreſſion on the Sea- - 
men, after a long and tediaus . Voyage, .to havz. no Monty: t5 
buy any thing for themſelves or Families in three Months time, 
ind thereby Live on. Credit, take up. their Cloaths and Provi- - 
fions, at what Prices any will ſet og ther, -to; ghe great Loſs of -r 
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$7. But if there were a Law made for the Hearing of the 
" Seamen's being abus'd or cheated of their Pay ; and either the 
Maſters of the Trinity-Houfe, or ſome other men, to be as a 
Court of Conſcience to hear the ' Seamen's Cauſe, without 
Charge, it would ſave the poor Seamen's being forc'd to goto 
Law for their Wages after any Voyaze, or for mony to be paid 
in the time of any Voyage, it might fave a multitude of Char- 
ges at Law, or loſs to poor miſerable Seamen, or their Families 
being often forc'd to give one half to get the other Recovered, 
after it is Earn'd. | | 
58. Another method for the true management of our Engliſh 
Navigation, is to labour to have both the Commanders and Of- 
ficers and Seamen, to be brought to a moral Reformation, and 
alſo to a Religious Worſhip, and fear of the God of Heaven 
and Earth, and Sea, at whoſe Command are both Winds and 
Seas, and indeed if God be not ſought unto, but inſtead there- 
of, dayly Blaſphemed all other ways and means will be too 
ſhort to Expett a real Bleſſing, and comfortable Incouragement, 
2S we might wiſh ; but that the Seamen will be ſo much oppreſ- 
ed, and the Ships Ruined and Spoiled, more and more, until 
there be ſome outward Reformation at leaſt, if not atrue and 
ſound Reformation of Life and Manners. And it the general 
inſtructions printed and given to the Captains and Lientenants 
of Ships by the Admiralty, were minded aright, it would mend 
many things, and therefore deſerves to be inquired into, in draw- 
ing up the method of the Well-Government of our Ships and 
men ; And the fift Paragraph of it is, That God be 4uly worſhip- 
ed, and that twice a day, and all Profaneneſs, Drunkenneſs, Swearing 
and Cnrſing be diſcountenanced and puniſhed and the Commanders 
that allow it, turned cut, And we ſhould meer the Lord by Re- 
pentance both by Sea and Land ; and cry to the Lerd, that he 
would meet us with his mercy, that we may, by Righteouſneſs, 
be an exalted Nation, and aot for our fins be a ruiaed prople': 
And therefore, | 
59. It were well if every Ship in England that carrieth but 
tea mcn were bound to carry that excellent Book of the Church 
of Fnzland's DoQtrine, the Book of Homilies, to read 2 Homilies 
cvery Sunday. And it hath the 39 Articles bound up with it, 


that all Seafaring men might ſce the excellent Dofrine of -the 
Old 
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Old Chnrch of England to be for found Piety and Holineſs: An 
that it may be ſaid of the Prophaneneſs of this Age, That it 1s 
ſach a thing as fhe Fundamental Do&rine of the Church of Eng- 
land abhors : And as it was faid of Old, of ſome that knery not 
Joſeph, {o it may be ſaid of the great Wickedneſs of this Age, 
That it is from ſuch as know not God, neither do they truly 
know, and believe, and praftice that true fundamental Doarine 
of the Church of England ; Aud it were well if the Reverend 
Biſhops would conlvlt the great need there is of ſuch Laws as 
may in ſome meaſure at leaſt bring men to as near a Conformi- 
ty to the ſubſtantial, Fendamental Holineſs, Sobriety, Charity, 
Juſtice, and all Chriſtian, Fundamental Duties of Grace and Ho- 
lineſs that are contained in ſo holy a DoQrine. 

60. 'And that every Ship that doth carry 1.20 men, or more, 
do carry an able, ſober Miniſter, to inſtrutt the Seamen in their 
Duty towards God, and to reprove the. Vices of - any one in the 
Ship; And by their Do&rineand Converſation, to ſhew to them 
that the fundamental Do&rine of the Church of England, is for 
the Real Service of God and Holineſs, and againſt all ſin ; And 
that they that profeſs the Doftrine, and livein Wickednels, are 
falſe pretenders to ſo holy Dofrrine. 

61. And therefore that Exceilent AQ againſt Curſing and 
Swearing, if well executed, will be a good beginning, and a good 
help towards a moral Reformation. So if the great Debauche= 
ry-of this Age could be ſuppreſſed, it would be a good help to- 
wagds men's coming to con{der of a futnre ſtate, and to think, 
that whatever they are themſelves at preſent, yet mankind was 
created to live to the Glory of God, and to honour him ; and 
nott071ive like beaſts, and worſe than beaſts. And the more ex- 
celent the fundamenta} DoQtrine of Chriſtianity is in anyChurch 
or;Nation; the greator $he cagderanation | of thoſe muſt be that 
doin aganf} the Light of: the ſame, and wall not regard to walk 
according unt0-@. 1. os it gr ng; ng faferes ual 

Aud.now, having fhid. this, I-will. return again £0 another in- 
-couragement I think zhere;is great peed of, ;altho. the Seamen in 
all Merchant Ships, that,gqwell and come well, in. the Merchant's 
ſervice, pay ſomething teywards the ſame; And that is, 

- ;S2, "That all Fleets of Merchant Ships ſhould, as much as poſ- 

kble, keep company, and ſtand by one the other, except much 0- 
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- yer-powered.; And for wait of this there was 6 or 7 Ships ta- 
ken out. of 12 in OneFleet, by 2 Privateers Therefore thoſe 
- Ships that would "nor fight, the Communders ought to be made 
publick Exanplts of ſpy 

63. And thoſe that fight ſtoutly,” as brave Engliſhmen, to be 
' incouraged and referred 

64. And that thoſe Searten that loſe their Lives or Limbs in 
Atcrchant ſhips, fhou!d be inconraged, and have Bounry-mony, 
as in his, Majelties ſervice they that are Wonnded or Kill'd there 

1 © 6H; "TEM a1 ' 

. But: now 1 would not be miſtaken, to think that his Majetty 
ſhopld pay it ; altho if a Merchant Ship” be. loſt, - it may fall our 
that his Majeſty may-lofe 4000' 7.-Caſtom : 'And were it fo they 
did fight ang fave the Ship and Goods, if there were 20 kill'd, 
and 19 wonided, if his Majeſty paid 'each of them, or their.Fa- 
myies, 20 1, it were 200 4. and his Majeſty would fave 3600 ]. 
by the ſaying the Ship at Hſt, ' and” the Merchants, it may? be, 
390091. by the bargain alſo : And therefore it would . be of 
great uſe to the King and to the Merchants, and to the Nation 
in,zegeral, to ſave our Ships as much as poſſible, and ruin our E- 
nemies as much as poſſible; and encourage our Seamen and Ma- 
ſters to fight, to ſave the Ships as much as poſſible, Bur I have 
often wondred that any Merchants ſhould be fo barbarous, or 
Maſters ſo-uncharitable, as not to give the Seamens Families ane 
peuny oFEvconragement, who laid down their Lives; and ſaved 
their Ships. And 'fometimes I have heard of ſomethat have been 

'forc'd to go to Law for their Wages after the Ship -was ſaved '-: 
And as1 remember, a Cuſtomer of 'mine way-forced»ta ipay:the 

Chirurzeon 3 or 41. td cnte him of 'his Wonnds: Now Ldid 
look on this as barbaro»s: ' And I do fay, in this reſpett, 'theſer- 
vice of his Majeſty is much better than the Merehant-mity > And 
would be'in many others alſo, if iewere nor far the Faolt of Of- 

 firers, aid Officers of divers{orts!'! But this by the way: 'for: I 
think we ſhould be the moſt happy people under the'Fare of Heaven, 
if it were'rigt for the Sigs, al" Folis8! and Bribery, and Kuave- 


? 


ry and Villany of the Age 'iw&hytin'; Wherebdy menareRvin- 
ed, and plagncd and Afflictedmorethanever, im ifeveral Kinds, 
.both in Aden of War ne pwhees bor the 

"try loſe by theſame ar laſt,many 
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ed, other. Nations, by beinzfo much diſcouraged in their own : 
But I leave that, and would to God that all would indeed leave 
it in good earneſt, and ſet themſelves to ſtudy to ſerve God and 
his Majeſty, and the common good of all theſe Nations; and in 
order to it, I think this 1s one, to incourage all Seamen,.as much 
as peſſible,to preſerve our Shipping ; and one way was, that.,as [ 
faid, Whoever 19} ther Limbs or Lives in deſending a Merchant 
Sliv, fhould bave Penſions, or Bounty-mony : And 1 ſuppoſe, that if 
there were a Law made, That every one ſhould be fo rewarded, 
every Seaman would be more willing to venture their Lives to 
fave their Ships: and the very Seamen in Merchant Ships, that 
went well and came well, would pay 12 4. ont of every pound 
towards a Cheſt to be kept for that purpoſe at Greenwich Hoſpi- 
tal, as there is a Chelt tor the Cripples at Chatham : And there 
might be a Commiſſioner, or 2 or 3, appointed to manage it in 
time of War and Peace: And in time of War, they that are 
in Merchant Ships could afford to pay that cheerfully, becauſe 
their Wages is near double ; and in time of Peace it might be 
but 6d. in the pound towards the Penſions ; and a Clerk or 2 
appointed at tbe ſaid Hoſpital, to keep all accounts of every 
mans months pay in England, and to receive the mony, and to 
pay it out again to the Widow or Aged Parents of all that are 
kiſll'd in the defence of Merchant Ships, 20. and toall that loſe 
a Limb, or the total uſe of a Limb, in the defence of a Merchant 
Ship, 61. the year during their Lives; for their Relief ; and this 
to be paid them conſtantly : And not to have any Ticket-buy- 
ers ſuffered to extorr half of it from them : And if the ſaid ſhil- 
ling in the pound paid hy others,did amount to more, as it might, 
if gathered faithfully a!l over the Nation, then the reſt to go to 
the Widows of peor Scamen, or to aged Seamen that were paſt 
their labour. And it is as great pity, but all induſtrious Sea- 
men ſhould be incouraged in Fnzland, ſeeing 1 do not remember 
that ever in all my Life [ heard of one Ship, either Merchant 
Man, or Man of War loſt, hecavſe the Seamen would not fights 
but {o many becauſe the Commanders would not fight, that I 
have been ofter grieved and aſhamed to hear of it. And if 
there were a Law made to incour-fe the Seamen, ! wifh there 
were alſo another, That if the Comm«:/!2r- would not fight, 
they ſhould loſe, as aforeſaid, 2 of their ungers, and be fold for 
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faves all their days; andif Ys did ever return, t6 be hanfged, 
that fo there may not bes many to diſgrace this brave Iſland 
with Cowardiſe, which hath been,and in ſome meaſure is, at this 
day the Terror of their Enemies, the French Fleet ; which were 
pretended to be ſuch Monſters before ; having run to their Har- 
bonrs with ſhame and diſgrace, ſince they ſet we have an Admi- 
ral who with leſs than half our Ships did beat them before ; 
and for that we have cauſe to bleſs God, and live to his Praiſe, 

And now to ſay ſomething to ſave his Majeſty's mony, and 
the poor Seamens alſo, for time to come, I do ſuppoſe it will he 
necdful for time to come, to make it relony to c-mmit theſe 
Tranſgreſlions, viz. 

1: Toenter 40 mens Names in a Ship's book, that never were 
in the Ship, nor in the World, and that is bigger z This to be. 
Felony. And this is a Trick of the Devil's Mafterpiece, 

2, That no Purſer, 01 Captain's Clerk, or any other, do give 
a Liſt of 4oor 50 men at atime, that are dead, or run away ; 
that ſo, tho the King hath been cheated of their Vittuals, he 
may not be cheated of their Pay ; and tho the Purſer might af- 
ford their Pay cheap, yet I wondred when I heard One Purſer 
gave as many Names as there was 3 or 400 1. worth received for 
in a Ship, and the fooliſh Knave had but 8 or 101. for all. Now 
this Purſer, and they that did find Powers,cught to be tranſpor- 
2ed on of this Nation, that the Climate may not be infeted 
with their Villany. 

3. That no man in the Office be ſuffered to change the Chri- 
tian Name of a Seaman in any Ships books, to cheat the man's 
Friends of his mony, if occaſion be : This Exploit looks like the 
Art of Jugling, if it ſhould be praQtiſed ; therefore ſhould, if 
diſcovered, be puniſhed. 

4. That none be fuffered to keep men open upon the book a 
whole Voyage after they are run away, ſince this Trick, and 
thoſe before-mentioned, and ſome Captains, as I here diſcover- 
ed to have many hundred pounds worth of Seamens Tickets, 
and fome other Tricks I know may be plaid, if not prevented, 
may coſt his Majeſty it may be 80000 1. tbe Year, and cheat the 
Seamen Twenty Thouſand Pounds to make it vp an Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds the Year ; and it being hard Times, as I find 

K 5, @ penny ſav'd will be as good as a peuny got ; Andif —_— 
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do ſtudy to raiſe ſo much, it i-%helr Ingenuity ; and if I do fta- 
dy how to ſave his Majeſty and the Nation 1 0e000!. the year, it 
may be a ſervice for the Nawon, altho it may be no great inge- 
nuity in me for my ſelf, becauſe I am not like to get any profit 
to my ſelf by it in this world : but I bleſs God who enableth 
me in ſome meaſure to be willing to ſerve his Majeſty and theſe 
Nations; ascheerfully, and heartily, and faithfully, for Love, as 
any man alive can do for Mony ; And if the Repreſenting theſe 
jaſt, or any other Knavery, ſhould cauſe any to be oftenled at 
me, I ſhould wonder at their folly and madneſs to betray them- 
ſelves, ſince 1 love and reſpe& every honeſt loyal Commander 
and Officer in his Majeſty*s ſervice, and every honeſt good Com- 
mander in Merchant-men ; and they that are ſuch will no doubt 
tove me, and delight in me, as one that is willing that every man 
of their Profeſſions and Offices ſhould be an honour to the ſame 

and to get praiſe to the whole Fraternity of them. But I expect 
that thoſe who are ſore, and ſcabbed, and gall, will, -as we uſe 
to ſay, be ready, when their fore is touch'd, to winch and kick, 
altho I name no perſon ; I wiſh their perſon well, and theirKna- 
very and Villany puniſhed, and they made better, And I only 
repreſent the Knavery, and if they will be ſo fooliſh when they 
hear it, by their Anger to let others know they are the men, that 
is their fault ; and a guilty conſcience needs no accuſer. And ſo I 
leave them to their ſerious conſiderations, to think if they have 
ſouls, how they that are Cheats and Villains here, muſt anſwer 
it hereafter. 

An&1 wiſh all mankind well, and know no man alive but I 
would do a kindneſs to, if it lay in my way; and know not a- 
ny man alive but would do the ſame by me. And now being come 
to a concluſion of this, I give up this and my. ſoul, ſpirit, body, 
and all my Family, and all my affairs, all into the hands of the 
Eternal Love and Mercy of our moſt gracious God and loving 
Father in Jeſus Chriſt or only Saviour, for all time, and all K- 
ternity. Amen, 
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The Art of Ticket-buying, or the way to help 
to Ruin the Seamen and their Families in their Service 
and Pay.. In a Diſcourſe between Honeity, Poverty, 
Cruelty and Villany, as follows, 


Hmefty. 
HIS Trade of Ticket-buying doth ſeem to have its Riſe 
- between Miſery and Cruelty, or between cheating the 
' Kingand Country, and Ruining the Seamen in their 
Pay; and as times grow worſe, either in manners or 
miſery, this Trade grows and increaſes as Miſleto doth on a de- 
caying Apple-Tree; as the Tree decays the Mille increaſeth: at 
firſt Cruelty uſed to buy at 5:5. profit in the pound, from the Sea- 
men,; but that was near 30 years paſt, and they were cried out 
ypon as extortioning Villains then, that have palled as modeſt 
men ſince: but ſince the times are grown more impudent. in 
cheating the King, and ruining the Seamen, there be many have : 
bought the Seamens pay at half loſs ; aud not only content with 
that, but like inhumane Beaſts, that were worſe than all other 
fort of Beaſts, except Swine, in devouring their own Kind,there 
-have been ſome that have bought at. near Two Thirds Loſs,and 
others, worſt of all, have many of them ſwallowed up. the poor 
Seamens Pay altogether, for nothing, except the charge of an 
Qath, and falſe Power, af dead, or a falſe Power, if out of the. 
way, as hath of late been often proved - And this Villany and. 
Extortion, and cheating the Loyal Seamen out of their Pay,hath 
been an unknown loſs to the King, and unknown Ruin to the 
Seamens Families, and unknown Loſs to thoſe who did friendly 
ang honeſtly truſt the Seamen, who by reaſon of their loſing 7 
or-#1, at a time, out of a Ticket bougat by Cruelty, or being 
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ſhameleſly deprived of it all br als have not been able ts 
pay their Debts, neither buy bread for themſelves and Families 
as they ought to do. And indecd what fay you Poverty, is it 
not fo! 

Poy. Indeed we have found it fo, for while we have been ſhuf- 
fied from Ship to Ship,until our Friends knew not where to find 
us, it hath been an Opportunity for //:/laay to get Powers to 
cheat us of all our Fay : or if we fell lick and dicd, for others 
to Q or R us; living, out of our Pay, it dead, to deprive our 
Wives and poor ruined Children. But, #oneſty,it ſeems, knows 
not what Names to call thoſe by that Rvin the Living, and - 
fright many of them away ; and Run the Dead, and let their 
Families cry for Juſtice or Vengeance; and he knows not whe- 
ther the next Age will call them barbarous Villains, or hard 
hearted Wretches, or Fools, or Knaves, or Jacobites, and 
Friends to-French, or a mixture of all together, and Ruiners of 
their Country into the bargain, 

Hon, Do not ſay what I think; for if ſo, you will fay the 
laſt Age the Devil and the Jeſuits debauched many people ont 
of Religion aud Morality, and now they would, it they conld. 
cheat us out of -our common Senſes,,and out of al! our mony in 
to the bargain, this next year or two; and there 1s $00 muci 
cauſe'of fear of this. But you muſt ſay little of it for the fear 
of puzling. But as to the Loſs of ſenſes, you may tell our 
Enemies of it ; for it may be they know not how they have 
loſt them, neither where to find them-again, they are fo dwin- 
dled away, or waſht away. And as to the Loſs of our Mony, 
you may let your Friends know of it; for your Enemies know 
it is worth more, our mill'd mony, tomeit down, or carry to . 
France or Sweedland, and ſome other parts, b; Tenin the Hun- 
dred, ſome places, and near Twenty in other piaces ; and they 
begin to laugh aud fay, Where is your mony ? And that is too 
By to make 4 Jeſt of. 

Villany.. What a note here is of mony : If 1 can buy Tick- 

ets at Ten ſhillings in the pound, i will buy ; have you any ? 
'  Pov. 1 havea ſmall Ticket to {ell; I am in great diſtreſs, I 
was in ſuch a Ship, and fell fick, and was Run out of my mony? 


but I crawled into the King's ſervice again, and now _ a 
{CET 
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Ticket of 6or$1, and we _ not 4 penny to buy a bit of 
Bread for my Family, neither a Rag of Cloaths for my ſelf, and 
yet I have been in the ſervice all this War ; what will you give 
me for my Ticket, Cruelty ? 

Cruclty. You ſay you were Run out of your Pay before, for 
being fick; and who knows, tho you are diſcharged fair now, 
and have a Ticket, but you may 9o into another Ship, and con- 
tinve there until you fall fick, and be Run out of your Pay there, 
and for this alſo ? However I will give you 40 s. for your Tic- 
ket, Pagerty, it you pleaſe: What fay you, Poverty, will you 
take 1t * 

P»verty's Wife. That is very hard, and our Caſe is miſerable, 
however, mony we muſt have; my poor Husband has not a 
penny to buy him a Shirt, or a pair of Shooes or Stockings to 
ſhift him, and I do not ſee what we can do pray give me 31. for 
it, and that is dreadful Lofs, 

Cruelty. No, I will give you 505. Ido not xnoxw whether my 
brother Cruelty, or my ſiſter /4llany would give ſo much; there- 
fore do what pou will. 

Pov. Wife, take the mony : who ſhall make the Writings ? 
Pray what Writings muſt you have ? 

Cruelty. 1 muſt have a Bill of Sale, will coſt you 18 4d. and a 
Letter of Attorney, will coſt you 1 s. My brother Cruelty does + 
uſe to have a Bond too, which would coſt 1s. or 184. more; aud 
my ſiſter Cruelty does uſe to. have a ſmall piece of meat, and 
ſome good drink alſo when ſhe payeth the mony : but I would 
have you ſeeI am kind to you : and if any of your Ship's Compa- 
ny hath any more Tickets, I will buy them; for I have ſome 
mony lies by me that I received at the Office lately ; and if they 
will ſell then, I'ypill help them to mony for them, if they be 
good ; ſend them. 

Poy. I have fome mony due in ſuch a Ship ; it ſtands open 
on the book, and they are not to let me ſee the book without 
petitioning the Navy-board, and I have not a penny of moay 
1Q all the World to get the Petition written, and 1 know not 
what to do: I ſpend my time in the waiting for the payment 
of the Ship; will you buy it, Cy«elty, what fay you ? 
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Cruetty. Tf I get the books ETA you malt pay the charge, 
and if we agree, and muſt give me Bond, if I by #, tomake ir 
ry to me, if it be made Runin the Office, as many have 

en, 

Fov. How ſhould it be made Run in the Office, when I am dif- ' 
charged fair, and have been in ſo many Ships ſince, and not had 
a penny of mony for any of them, and my Family not had a 
penny of the King's Pay to buy them one bit of bread, neither - 
my ſelf a penny to buy a Rag of Cloaths to cover my Naked- 
neſs this 2 or 3 Years: Andl have been in 2 or 3 Ships more be- 
fides : Pray what will the books coſt ſearching privately ? Pray 
be as kind as you can. 

Cruelty, 1 will not Undertake to get them ſearched under half 
a Crown. 

ov. Pray get it done, and I will abate it out of the mony, if 
WC agree. 

Cruelty. 1 have got the books ſearched, and I find there is 61. 
10s, due to you, if it be paid at laſt, 

Pov, | did reckon 1 had been 8 months in the Ship, and my 
mony had come to 9 1. But I muſt take yow word: What will 


you give me for the mony ? 


Cruelty, I will give you 30s. for it; and I know not if it will 
be ever paid : There is an Order, That if a man fall /ick mthe 
laſt Ship, and be run of hs Pay in that they do make him run out of 
his Pay m othey Ships : Therefore do what you pleaſe with it, 
and I have been at charge to get the books ſearched, and do ex- 
pect you ſhall pay me that, " 

Pov, 1 have not one Groat, if it were to ſave my ſelf and 
Family from Ruin and ſtarving - Therefore if you do not buy it, 
I caunot pay you: take it for 405. anp pay the charges beſides 

Cruel?y, No, 1 will allow you 245. and abate you all charges 
tor Writings, and all will be about 6s. more, and that is 0s. in 
all together, tho you have but 345. you ſelf. 

Poverty, Take it : I cannot wait : and my poor Wite is forced 
to work hard for bread for our Children, to keep them from 
itarving, or being kept by the Pariſhes: And we owe mony to- 
the Baker, and to the poorChandler-woman, and that for a lit- 
ile Bread, or Cheeſe, or now and then aquartern of _— - 
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lp to keep my poor Family : ad 1 owe for the Cloaths and 
Bedding I had to ſit me ont ro Sea, or I might have periſhed for 
Cold, and not been able to ſerve the King, and this poor lit- 
tle mony cannot pay one Groat of thoſe Debts to etther - And 
being turn'd frem Ship to Ship, if 7 am forC'd to tell the reſt 
ſo, none knows what [and my poor Family muſt do to live, This 
w1ll not hardly by me Shirts and Drawers, and a Waltcoat and 
Coat, and Shooes, to fit me to Sea azain : and I ſhall hardly bez 
able to let my Wife add Children-have 5 s. of this mony : And 
for the mony 1 owe Honeſty, he muſt ſtay, and that is pity, be- 
cauſe he is a man hath been very ready to truſt the Seamen to 
ferve the King, and that as cheap as for ready mony, and hath 
toſt abundance by the ſame, and is forced to hold his hand be- 
fore it be too late, and he ruin himſelf to help them. 

Villaay. Asto him you call Honeſty, T hate rhe Name vFhim, 
and intend never to have to do with him, heis ſo mnch a Fool - 
He had for a Year or 2 half ſpoiled this Trade of Ticket-buy- 
nz ; for he bought up almoſt all the Tickets that came near 
him, at 2 s. in the Pound Profit to himſelf, and we could get 
but a few of thoſe, who did not know where to find ſuch a one 
of the Trade: And at laſt he bought at Three Shillings in 
the Pound Profit : And finding himſelf then to have now and 
then a Delay, he bezan to be weary of the Trade - and lince, 
he and many of his Friends left off buying Cruelty can come in, 
for ſome buſineſs by Wholeſale. 

Poy. The more is the pity that ſo few of his Friends will 
now by any poor Seaman's Pay : And it is ſad for the poor Rui- 
ned Seamen, But it ſeems he was ſerved worſe at the Office 
than the Heathen Romans ned to do in point of Juſtice : for he 
bought One Ticket in a Ship called the Rofe, from New Eng- 
land, of Fifty Pound, and paid Forty Five Pound for it : and 
it was clear of all incumbrances when he bought it : and fign- 
ed by the Laſt Captain, and Purſer Swain, and all the ſigning 
Officers, clear of all Debt. But ſome of the Commiſſioners 
laid a ſtop on it for the Uie of the former Captain's Mother : 
and v. .-n petitioned about it, could neither tell wherefore, nor 
wherc -«, {ind hcr, and yet continued the ſtop: made Poor Pi- 

lick wart near Two Years, and loſe the intereſt of the mo- 
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ny, aboot fix Pound, be I, - charge to go and ſend into City 
and Country, to find out the Captain's Mother : and one of their 
Officers gave them under his Hand, he had enquired, and ſhe 
could not be found : And after waiting ſo long, and the party 
that earned the mony appearing, who was preterr'd to a Lieu- 
tenant's Place, and demanding his mony to be paid to Honeſty, 
his Attorney ; and ſaid, None other ever had power from bins < 
And yet they wonkd not let it be: paid, until a Zawyer _ 
cd, and claimed ſome mony due to the Captain, but had no- 
thing to ſhow for it; and then the ſtop was taken off lamely ; 
that 1s to be paid to them that had the beſt Power, when there 
was never any Power they could find or hear of, ever to appear 
for it, beſides poor filly Honeſty : and he was Kept out of his mo- 
ny until the books were , and then had it paid by aLiſt: 
and then Purſer Swan, was Purſer of the Ship, had five 
Pourd ſtopped ont of 'it for Tobacco, altho there was none 
dne, and doth detain the mony ſtill, altho he hath heard of it 
fo much: and poor Nonefty knows not whether he did not loſe 
twice as much by his mony being ſtopped ſo unjuſtly from him 
by the Commiſſioners, or by the $ ſtopped for the Purſer, nei- 
ther which of them all will be the honeſteſt men when thep 
come todie, or look blackeſt in the face Living or Dying, 


Cruelty. You have told ſome part how Honeſty was ſerved in 
that that he never would ſpeak of ; but you have not told 
how many Tickets he hath by him, or his Friends, that the mo+ 
ny is faid to be paid the parties, and they kgow not where to 
find the parties ; and Honeſty never told the Riddle of that 
Trick, That if poor Seamens Wives have their Hasbands Tice 
kets detained by the Captains, they may cry their Eyes out be 
fore they get a penny of Mony without Tickets: But when 
Ticketsare in ſome hands, then mony can be {aid to be paid the 
parties, or tt Jack-a-Noaks, or Joan-a-Styles; and the Tickets 
may. ſerve for the Ages to come, to wonder why there ſhould 
not be a certain Rule, a certain P and a certain Law in 
the Seamens Payment ; and not lay all the blame on Cruelty, in 
buying ; for he commonly un ſomething for what he m—_ 
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of the Seamen, altho but little? but Y:llany cheats them of all : 
And his brother//any us'd to give ſomething for what he buys 
of the Officers, tho they all cheat the King, or the Sexmen , 
ſhametully, | | | 


Poy. Now Ithink of it, pray Honeſty, 1 do hear, fince you 
made ſuch a Noiſe this 2 Years, of ſome Officers cheating the 
King, and the Seamen'of their Tickets aud Pay, there 1s an 
Ordaer, they mu! recefve no man's Pay bit their own ;, and I hear 
ſome 'of themrare vexed ſadly at You : What muſt they do now 
with ch Tickets, pray, to get a penny for them ? 


Ffoneſty.. 1 will not'fay what they muſt do, but I will ſay, if 
thy be not prevented; they that pleaſe to give their mind to 
Tt, and have Tickets at their command, I fear can get Powers 
fAll'd up, aqt witneſſed bythemfelves, -or other Officers, and 
teave Blanks for ſich Natnes to receive them, as may ſerve tobe 
put in atterwards: And therefore it was my Advice, That if 
the Parljament pleaſed, they ſhould make it Felony and Tranf- 
portation to receive a Seaman's Py by'a wrong power, for time 
& Lore * And if they had been Seamen, and cheated' of their 
Pay, ten times as often as mer have Robbed'oji the, High-way, 
or had their Pockets pickt at Land, they would have ſtriv©d to 
makea Law azainſt cheating; for time tu come, and4 not teft it 
to will and pleaſure, to hinder ſmall Officers from receiving 'mo< 
ny bya'Lawful Power, although: they fed them-and\cloathed 
them ſeveral Years before, to allift them-whsle they ſerved the 
King, and in the mean time leave ſo'many 'ways' open to -cheat 
the King and the Seamen by other Officers [till in private ways, 
inſtead of thoſe Hundreds of Pounds in a Ship received for the' 
Captains, 'of- Seamens Pay publickly;/in-former Yeatrs.. ' - i *:-* 


Poverty. It 1s a Wonder that you-will meddle with ſuch 
Diſeaſes as are Nolt me tangeries ;, that: though they are heard 
of- publickly now and then, as the *No!s me tangere is in the 
Weekly Bill, yet hardly One in. an Hundred: knows. what a 
dreadful Diſtemper it is, although ſome di&of tht fame : And 
therefore, pray if you meet with any Offices that are infeted 
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with'the Rniniag and Plagning of the Seamen, as the Honſes 
of {one were of Old in 1ſrael, with the Leproſie, that they 
could never be cleanſed until the very Walls were ſcraped ; 
And althougi the whole Prieſthood ſhould by the Law of God 
Judge tizem Uaclean, pray #oneſty ſay no more of it. -And 
when you hear 7 have been lick a Year or 'I'wo, or in the Hot - 
pitals, and Run out of my Pay, to the Ruin of my Famuly ; 
and / and »y Emily cry and groan to Heaven for Relief or 
Vengeance; and others of my Poor Poverty Brethren be cry- 
ing to Heaven and Hell for Damnatiou againſt them that Ruin 
them, and Run away to other . Nations, to fee it there be 
Azercy and Juftice there ; pray hold your Peace for time to 
me; Let things fink or fwim, you have done your Du- 
ty and you 'being feufible every: Leaf you write, muſt be 
ſuch. as .muit be trne before» God and man, as tothe fub- 
ſtance of it. A 14 now you may'admire at the mercy. of Got 
inkeeping you hitherro,as in mercy.you have: been hitherto, 


Honeſty. That is trve, and that 7 only truſt to the infinite 
Free Grace, and Free Love and' Rich 'mercy of God tro me 
and all mine, in Chriſt Jeſns our :Lord and only Saviour, 
for all Time and all Eternity, defiring the Eternal God to 
be our Refuge and Portion for ever - Ard that underneath 
us may be his Everlaſting Arms of Love and mercy, for 
all Time and all Eternity, to us and: all ours. Amen. 


Poverty. You have choſen well : but do not you conſider, 
That there was an Age whereiwit was faid, Hold thy peace, for 
we may not mention the Name of our God? But do not you 
think, that thoſe ſad and barbarous Villains, who do Cheat, 
and Ruin, and Deſtroy the. Seamens' Pay. and Families in 
this Age , do 'neither fear God, nor Regard man, but are 
as -Ungodly, 'Hard-hearted, Caſe-hardned. Brutes,, that ſeem 
as the Boy faid by his Learning! the Primmer, fome: of them 
to be paſt the Graces , :and 'to be come» almolt'as far as ihe 
Devil and "all his Works: / And as..it wes fail of the Gen- 
tleman by us -Jkckanapes , _— Life may-. Expett an - 
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BPnud:; Therefore pray be wary how you Diſcourſe about 
thoſe ſort of men, 


Honeſty. 1 bleſs God I have no prejudice againſt the 
Perſons of .any men in England ; and know not any man in Fng- 
land but 1 would ſhew him a civil kindneſs; and it may be there 
is hardly a man but would do the like by me, if occaſion were ; 
and 7 find Anger is often Folly, but malice 1s the Devil, and a 
dreadful burden certainly for any man to carry : and 7bleſs God 
who keeps me clear of that hitherto, as / deſire to be kept from 
Battery, and that makes me wfite ſuch plain honeſt homely Eng- 
liſh,to ſerve my King and Country, without much minding w 
are pleaſed or diſpleaſed: and that makes me labour as heartily 
to endeavour the preſerving of our Lives and Liberties, and en-- 
couragement of our Engliſh Seamen, with as much earneſtneſs as 
ever / heardof any did to fecure a Wall or Bank that was to 

out the Seafrom drowning the Country : And therefore 
having ſaid it may be too much, 7 may paſs over a great part of 
the. Art of Ticket-buying in filence, for want of Time and Pati- 
ence; and ſo ay little of the Buyers Skill in getting the poor 
Wretches in that are not in the greateſt of miſeries, making 
them drunk, and getting their Pay as they pleaſe : Or of a- 
ny buying at Five Shillings, and paying them part of their 
money , and then- afterwards will have them at Ten Shit- 
lings Profit, or demand their money again, and extort money 
for.- Extortioning Intereſt, beſides Trouble, if they can» 
not pay the money. Neither mind 7 to repreſent how there 
have been ſome Hundreds of - Pounds worth of Tickets offered 
without Powers at a time in One Ship : Neither the making 
out of - Twenty Hogs, at#as, Seamens Tickets in One Ship, al- 
lowed about Fifty men : Neither the very great multitudes of- 
Tickets Captains Clerks have made out privately for Seamens 
Pay : Neither need / trouble my Head for time to much 
more than other if the King and the Nation dever 
be found to be cheated of a ſixth part” of their money : for if 
I pay about Twelve Pound. the- Year this . War: Taxes, . as 7 
kave.done, it is but Forty ſhillings  _—_ 
car : 
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Year : And 7 ſuppoſe 7 have printed as many Thouſand ſheets 
of Paper, freely to inform the moſt Honourable Houſes of 
Parliament, and theſe Nations this Laſt Three Years, ' as hath 
coft me about Ten Years Purchaſe, for my ſixth part of the 
faid Twelve Pound: And 7 bleſs God I was never imployed 
by o ——_—_ but as the good will and pleaſure of 
ſtirred me up out of a true deſign to ſerve God, and my King 
and Country - and 7 never to my knowledge, Ten ſhil- 
lings advantage from all others for the ſame, And 7am of no 
Club, nor of no Fattion; neither am 7 any mens Inſtrument or 
Tool : fo that if /do any ſervice, the glory will be to God, and 
the benefit to theſe Nations - And if 7 miſtake, and ſuffer for 
it, /muſt ſubmit with Humility, Love and Patience. And fo 
iatreating the pardon of his moſt gracious Majeſty, and the 
Two moſt Honourable Houſes of Parliament, for what is amiſs: 
and begging of the Eternal Jehovah for his Grace and 
on his Majeſty, our moſt gracious King Wilkie, and on the Par- 
liameut and People of theſe Nations : and on me and all my 
Family, I ſubſcribe my ſelf a faithful Subje& to his Majeſty, 
and Servant to him and all good men, while / remain to be, 


Hermitage- Bridge, W. HODGES. 
Feb. cthrfoe. hy 
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| \C3nce I writ my firſt book of the Seamens miſeries, and preſented 
oo of them cv the 2 moſt iionourable Houſes of Partjament, who 
were eractoully*pteaſed ro paſs by my infirmities, in repteſ-nting the 
fame; for which 1 4m m all humble duty obliged ro be thanktul to 
4kem. And I have Preſumned to artempt the foregoing rough Peice, 
ibeiag heartily: "willing any that can repreſent better Kules for the 
blatecy and: encouragement of' rhe Seamen, to ſerve his gracivus Ma- 
maity King liam, and the Nation, I ſhall rejoice. Bur if any fay, 
.Jome did by my other book, they could have repreſented it in fewer 
as words,and yet never had themielves neither wir, or ſenſe, or heart 
for to repreſent it at all, 1ſhall look on their words as idle prate,and 
* +0 tty their'skill, -if they are*exceUent at any thing, I will recom- 
| emefid the miſerable Calc of our Trading Peopfe,and rhe poor im theie 
Nations, in reſpe&st out 'moriy, which I fear thelols ot will be fatal 
{to both : ; And I wiſh it may not be mitcrable m retpett . of "the rai- 
;fing the Taxes for his Majeity : for I fear that as our Milfd Money 
was bought up to carry; away,or melted down, above 20 years, when 
jt was worth but a Groat in the pound to make it away 3 then I fear 
it will, be ten tynes more in danger to be allmelted down or carried 
away, or both, now It is worth ten Groats in the pound to make ir 
away either way. Neither do I fee how Tradeſmen can «ſcape Ru- 
in for want of Trade, if there be not mony to Trade,and Exchange, 
and pay the poor. And the Loſs of Trade already to ſome I fear 
hath been, and is like to be ten times worſe than their Taxes; and 
unlets there be a new Coinage, that is about 3 Ounces to 205. or the 
Mill'd mony railed to. 6s. and 89. the Crown Peice, I fear whoever 
lives 9 months, will fee hardly any of it pafling about ; and for Gui- 
” nea;s, thexrare at preſent a perfe& Plague and Trick to mankind,and 
a meats tof men to prey upon one another ; and if they fall, will be 
carried away 3 but if tertled at but 28 s. the Guinea certain, would 
ay in Taxes, and out again z and there might be One per Cent, al- 
>. ed for pront of thoſe who carried Sil ver and Gold to Coin; and 
the reit to go towards the Calling in the Fragments of our Oid Mo- 
ay at laſt ; And there would never want Siiver nor Coiners ; and 
we ſhould bein a few Years full of mony, to the Juy of the King 
and Country, and Landlord and Tenant: And this I would Ay 
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that our Seamen at Sea, and the ——_ people at Land, tho called 
the 406:1ly, have been entirely in the Intereſt of our gracious King 
william, and this Nation. And I fear our Enemies would rejoice 1t 
they could find the Ordinary Peopleto be Ruined at Land for want 
of mony3 and then they would fay, as they begin already, Where 7 
your mony ? andI fear, it poſſible, will inake the worſt uſe they could 
of the ſame. And, 1t I miſtake not, our Caſe in the Syburbs of 
Londen, is ſo bad already, that One may go to ten Tradeſmen before 
One meet with a man can change a Guinea : So that here 15 Work 
for the Wits to propoſe a help that is paſt my skill ro think or under- 
ſtand how ever the common people of England ſhall keep Silver mo- 
ny any more, if there be none but what is worth 4 great dead more to 
melt aown, or carry away: They may is it at parting, as Friends that 
do never expect to ſee One the Other more, I fear 3 and have not 
ſenſe to get over my fears, but reſt in them this 27th of Feb. 169. 


W. H. 


By reaſon of the Author's great diſtanoe from the Preſs, there ts drvers 
Errata's, which the Courteors Reader is ds corrett; 


ERRATA. 
Pee 4- line 6. read formerly. p.g.l. 14.r.he wowld. p.g. 1.16.r. 1 might, 
P:10. 1.14. January. p.l5l.28.r.Once a year or two. p. 21.1.29.r. not 
having. p.25.1.6. r.Breamen. p.26.1.35. r.Imbezz/ement. 163d.1.11.r.in 
the laſt Ship p.45.1.15. for 4 months r.a month, p.50.1.24'r. Ont of this 
Nation, 16id.l. 1 5.x. Arts Maſter-peice. p.5 3.4.5 3656 [22d þ{ it ds ruin 


ws. p-56-1-23.r.A lofs 


